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I. INVOCATION

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III. CALL TO ORDER

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS

A. Pursuant to Governor Kemp’s Executive Order Number 03.14.20.01 declaring a
Public Health State of Emergency and in accordance with O.C.G.A. §50-14-1 et
seq., as may be amended or extended, this public meeting is being conducted
via the use of real-time telephonic technology allowing the public simultaneous
access to the public meeting. You may also attend in person with limited seating
available at both the Council Chambers and the Ben Robertson Community
Center.
Mayor and Council will be conducting their meeting via real-time telephonic
technology using Zoom Meeting and Facebook Live. You can access the
meeting via the following link: https://www.facebook.com/CityofKennesaw/
 

B. If you are not able to attend a meeting in-person and would like to provide public
comment on a specific agenda item, you can
email kennesawcouncil@kennesaw-ga.gov no later than 6:00 PM the night of
the regular meeting. Your comments on a specific agenda item will be read aloud
or grouped into categories for the record.

V. PRESENTATIONS

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT/BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

VII. OLD BUSINESS

VIII. NEW BUSINESS

IX. COMMITTEE AND BOARD REPORTS

X. PUBLIC HEARING(S)

https://www.facebook.com/CityofKennesaw/


Swearing-in of any witnesses or individuals offering comments on any of the following items.

A. First Public Hearing on the proposed RESOLUTION to adopt the Maintenance
and Operation (M&O) Millage Rate.
The City of Kennesaw is proposing a millage rate of 8.0 mills for M&O which is
the same as last year.  The dates of the public hearings and the Current 2020 Tax
Digest and 5 Year History of Levy were properly advertised in the Marietta Daily
Journal on August 1, 2020 in accordance with O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32. The
second display will be published in the Marietta Daily Journal on August 8, 2020.
The second and third public hearings will take place on August 17, 2020 at 10:30
a.m. and 6:30 p.m., respectively.

B. First Public Hearing on the proposed RESOLUTION to adopt the Bond Millage
Rate.

The City of Kennesaw is proposing a millage rate of 1.5 for the Bond which is the
same as last year. The Bond millage rate is levied to fund the debt service on the
$15 million Recreation and Traffic Safety Bonds that were approved by the
voters September 21, 2004. The dates of the public hearings and the Current
2020 Tax Digest and 5 Year History of Levy were properly advertised in the
Marietta Daily Journal on August 1, 2020 in accordance with O.C.G.A. Section
48-5-32. The second display will be published in the Marietta Daily Journal
on August 8, 2020. The second and third public hearings will take place on
August 17, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., respectively.

XI. CONSENT AGENDA

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

XII. GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE

GINA AULD, Finance Director

XIII. PUBLIC SAFETY

BILL WESTENBERGER, Police Chief
LINDA DAVIS, 911 Communications Director

XIV. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

RICK ARNOLD, Operations specialist
JOSHUA GUERRERO, Systems Administration Specialist

XV. PUBLIC WORKS

Director

XVI. RECREATION AND CULTURE

RICHARD BANZ, Museum Director



STEVE ROBERTS, Parks and Recreation Director
ANN PARSONS, Smith-Gilbert Gardens Director

XVII. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

ROBERT FOX, Economic Development Director
DARRYL SIMMONS, Zoning Administrator
SCOTT BANKS, Building Official

XVIII. PUBLIC COMMENT/BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

XIX. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT (Jeff Drobney)

A. City Manager reports, discussions and updates.

XX. MAYOR'S REPORT

A. Mayor and Council (re)appointments to Boards and Commissions.  This item is
for (re)appointments made by the Mayor to any Board, Committees, Authority or
Commission requiring an appointment to fill any vacancies, resignations, and to
create or dissolve committees, as deemed necessary.

XXI. COUNCIL COMMENTS

XXII. EXECUTIVE SESSION - Land, Legal, Personnel

Pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A. 50-14-3, the City Council could, at any time during the
meeting, vote to close the public meeting and move to executive session to discuss matters
relating to litigation, legal actions and/or communications from the City Attorney; and/or
personnel matters; and/or real estate matters

XXIII. ADJOURN
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Item:

First Public Hearing on the proposed RESOLUTION to adopt
the Maintenance and Operation (M&O) Millage Rate.

Agenda
Comments:

The City of Kennesaw is proposing a millage rate of 8.0 mills
for M&O which is the same as last year.  The dates of the
public hearings and the Current 2020 Tax Digest and 5 Year
History of Levy were properly advertised in the Marietta Daily
Journal on August 1, 2020 in accordance with O.C.G.A.
Section 48-5-32. The second display will be published in the
Marietta Daily Journal on August 8, 2020. The second and
third public hearings will take place on August 17, 2020 at
10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., respectively.
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Resolution M&O millage rate 7/16/2020 Resolution

Current and Five Year History Ad 7/28/2020 Backup Material

Notice of Property Tax Increase Ad 7/22/2020 Backup Material

Additional Ad 7/22/2020 Backup Material
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CITY OF KENNESAW 
GEORGIA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-, 2020  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE KENNESAW CITY COUNCIL TO ESTABLISH  
A MAINTENANCE & OPERATION (M&O) MILLAGE RATE 

FOR THE CITY OF KENNESAW FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENNESAW, 
COBB COUNTY, GEORGIA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Kennesaw, Georgia desires to establish its ad valorem tax millage 
rate for the fiscal year 2020-2021; and 
 
WHEREAS, the governing authority has advertised its intent to establish said millage rate 
by placing an advertisement conforming to O.C.G.A. §48-5-32(c) in a newspaper of 
general circulation of Cobb County serving the residents of the City of Kennesaw, said 
advertisement appearing two (2) weeks prior to the hearing at which said millage rate is 
to be considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, the public hearings required by O.C.G.A. §48-5-32(c) were duly held on 
August 10, 2020 and August 17, 2020 prior to the adoption of this resolution; and 
 
WHEREAS, the final millage rate has been calculated by the governing authority to be 
8.0 mills for Maintenance & Operation (M&O) and the final millage rate for the Bond will 
be adopted by separate resolution. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the governing authority of the City of Kennesaw does hereby 
establish the M&O millage rate for the City of Kennesaw, Georgia, ad valorem property 
tax, for the 2020-2021 fiscal year at 8.0 mills. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Kennesaw City Council on this      day of August, 2020. 
 
 
ATTEST:       CITY OF KENNESAW 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Lea Addington, City Clerk     Derek Easterling, Mayor 

. 



                                                  CURRENT 2020 TAX DIGEST AND FIVE YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Real & Personal 1,091,832,080 1,186,442,490 1,299,736,486 1,438,655,388 1,518,982,186 1,626,627,090
Motor Vehicle 43,848,760 32,193,160 21,816,990 15,913,870 12,503,840 10,584,720
Mobile Homes 1,649,463 1,632,942 1,594,614 1,569,458 1,640,186 1,667,223
Timber - 100% 0 0 0 0 0 0
Heavy Duty Equipment 25,309 9,894 0 2,614 8,526 30,741
Gross Tax Digest 1,137,355,612 1,220,278,486 1,323,148,090 1,456,141,330 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774
Less M&O Exemptions 163,009,693 175,434,964 180,364,288 276,955,288 305,346,338 334,808,625
Net M&O Digest 974,345,919 1,044,843,522 1,142,783,802 1,179,186,042 1,227,788,400 1,304,101,149

Gross M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00
Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Net M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00

Net M&O Taxes Levied 7,794,767 8,358,748 9,142,270 9,433,488 9,822,307 10,432,809

Gross Tax Digest 1,137,355,612 1,220,278,486 1,323,148,090 1,456,141,330 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774
Less Bond Exemptions 140,664,637 152,753,301 148,911,795 200,002,666 215,923,976 229,834,718
Net Bond Digest 996,690,975 1,067,525,185 1,174,236,295 1,256,138,664 1,317,210,762 1,409,075,056

Gross Bond Millage Rate 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5
Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Net Bond Millage Rate 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5

Net Bond Taxes Levied 1,495,036 1,601,288 1,761,354 1,884,208 1,975,816 2,113,613

Net M&O Taxes $ Increase 234,454 563,981 783,522 291,218 388,819 610,502
Net M&O Taxes % Increase 3.1% 7.2% 9.4% 3.2% 4.1% 6.2%

Net Bond Taxes $ Increase 54,593 106,252 160,066 122,854 91,608 137,796
Net Bond Taxes % Increase 3.8% 7.1% 10.0% 7.0% 4.9% 7.0%

All concerned citizens are invited to public hearings held at the Kennesaw City Hall Chambers located                         
at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw GA on the dates and times below:                                             

Monday, August 10th 6:00 PM (Special Called Meeting)                                                                 
Monday, August 17th 10:30 am (Special Called Meeting) and 6:30 PM (Final Adoption)

                        NOTICE
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Kennesaw does hereby announce that the tax millage rate for Fiscal Year 2021 will be set at a 
meeting of the Mayor and Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA on      
August 17, 2020 at 6:30 pm. Pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32, the City of Kennesaw does hereby publish the 
following presentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.





 NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE 

The City of Kennesaw has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will require an increase 

in property taxes by 6.91 percent for M&O and 6.38 percent for Bond. 

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to be held at 

Kennesaw City Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, 

Kennesaw, Georgia on Monday, August 10th at 6:00 PM. 

Times and places of additional public hearings on this increase are at Kennesaw City Hall 

Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, Georgia on 

Monday, August 17th at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM. 

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 8.00 mills for M&O and 1.50 mills for 

Bond, an increase of .517 mills for M&O and .09 mills for Bond. Without this tentative tax 

increase, the millage rate will be no more than 7.483 mills for M&O and 1.41 mills for 

Bond. The proposed tax increase for a home with a fair market value of $225,000 is 

approximately $47 increase for M&O and $8 increase for Bond and the proposed tax 

increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of $425,000 is approximately 

$88 increase for M&O and $15 increase for Bond. 

                                   

 

  

 



 

 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

NOTICE TO KENNESAW TAXPAYERS 

CITY NOT INCREASING TAX RATES 

 

According to Georgia law, all taxing agencies must advertise a 

tax increase and hold three public hearings to claim taxes on 

reassessed properties even if the millage rate remains 

unchanged as is the case in Kennesaw. The City of Kennesaw 

has tentatively adopted a millage rate equal to last year’s 

millage of 9.50 mills.  
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bed space as they resume elec-
tive procedures while dealing 
with an uptick in patients suf-
fering from COVID-19.

What would happen, How-
ard asked, if the district were to 
open its buildings to its 100,000-
plus students and thousands 
of employees?

“Hospital capacity is 
stretched,” she said. “Do you 
want to add on another 100 
COVID cases? Well that’s not 
my ultimate decision. But … I 
share that information that we 
have, and it’s concerning how 
many patients we have that are 
in there and how (few) beds 
we have.”

WHEN WILL IT BE SAFE?
At the beginning of the meet-

ing, Memark said Cobb is ex-
periencing high rates of trans-
mission, with a slight decline 
in recent days.

“Honestly, we don’t know 
exactly what is causing these 
huge spikes, but it does seem 
to be around the holidays and 
when everything opened up a 
lot more,” she said.

This spring, Gov. Brian Kemp 
issued emergency orders clos-
ing businesses and ordering 
people to stay home, but al-
lowed those orders to expire 
at the end of April. The num-
ber of people hospitalized for 
the virus reached a low point 
in early June but has since in-
creased fourfold.

Members of the public were 
able to submit questions when 
registering for the event. Some 
wanted to know at what level 
of community spread it would 
be considered safe to reopen 
schools in-person.

Memark said one criteria 
would be for cases to be trend-
ing down, rather than up. An-
other would show a low per-
centage of tests coming back 
positive. And, finally, it would 
depend on the schools — can 
they keep students at least 6 
feet apart? Can they get all of 
them to wear masks?

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Some parents wanted to know 

why they have heard of private 
schools reopening in-person 
while the 120,000 students 
in Cobb County School Dis-
trict and Marietta City Schools 
will have to begin the 2020-21 
school year remotely.

Although every school re-
ceives the same information, 
Memark said, the ability of 
some schools to meet Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention guidance regarding 
social distancing, masks and 
the like varies dramatically.

“It was fairly easy for some 
schools,” Memark said, adding 
that larger schools will have to 
be “much more creative” when 
creating a safe learning envi-
ronment during the pandemic.

Howard said the pandemic 
has put a spotlight on the dis-
trict’s flaws.

“We could be social distanc-
ing right now” but for state-
imposed budget cuts and cer-
tain county tax exemptions, 
Howard said.

“That’s real money over 
time.” he continued. “Those 
are real school buildings that 
didn’t get built. Those are real 
classrooms that aren’t there. 
Those are real teachers that 
aren’t employed. That’s why 
we can’t just lower class sizes. 

… It breaks my heart that we 
have to do virtual, but it really 
feels like we have to.”

CHILDREN AND 
CORONAVIRUS

Some studies have suggested 
children are less likely to fall 
seriously ill or catch and pass 
the virus than adults. Some par-
ents who submitted questions 
for Thursday’s event wanted 
to know more about the sci-
ence regarding children and 
the coronavirus.

In a recent interview with 
the Marietta Daily Journal, 
Wellstar infectious disease 
specialist Danny Branstetter 
said data regarding the degree 
to which children spread the 
virus was inconclusive.

“That data also says that it 
is possible — not conclusive — 

possible that they don’t shed it 
as much,” he said. But again, 
this is stuff that we’re still learn-
ing and trying to figure out. 
So this may be a subject we 
talk about in a week, or even 
a month from now and the 
data is completely telling us 
a different story.”

Thursday night, Memark 
acknowledged children rarely 
fall seriously ill from the virus.

“But they are able spread it, 
and we do see studies that that 
is true,” she said. “We have a lot 
of cases in day cares. I mean, 
lots and lots of day care cases. 
And we have seen deaths of 
caregivers that have worked 
in day cares.

“The children have parents 
and teachers and grandpar-
ents, and I cannot tell you how 
many times that I have seen 

a grandparent that has been 
sheltering and has seen their 
children or grandchildren and 
they have perished because of 
it,” she continued.

At another point in the dis-
cussion, Memark said clos-
ing the schools ahead of their 
spring breaks “was probably 
one of the most effective things 
that was done that helped to 
bring down the transmission 
of the virus at that time.

“Thank God that we did that,” 
she continued, “because we re-
ally saw just an incredible up-
tick of cases that were school-
involved after that. And thank 
God nobody was in the school.”

POLITICS AND 
INFORMATION

Howard said it can be hard 
to know which sources of 

information to trust, and 
asked Memark how people 
should navigate the deluge 
of information regarding 
the virus.

“That’s probably the 
toughest question of the 
evening, I think,” Memark 
said.

Although she didn’t point 
to specific sources of in-
formation to which peo-
ple should turn, Memark 
stressed finding multiple 
sources of information and 
being wary of their biases 
while doing it.

“There’s a lot of politi-
cizing right now,” she said, 
“and it’s so unfortunate that 
that’s happening right now 
because this is something 
that we all need to stick to-
gether to get through this.”

TECHNOLOGY
Toward the end of the 

discussion, board mem-
bers detailed efforts to 
make sure students have 
access to the district’s 
online learning platform.

Charisse Davis said the 
district will be repurpos-
ing its laptops for home 
use and using buses as 
mobile internet provid-
ers for families that lack 
internet access.

The district’s sharp piv-
ot to online learning in 
March was bumpy, How-
ard acknowledged.

“It was kind of surviv-
al in the spring,” How-
ard said. “You’re going 
to have a much better 
experience coming up in 
the fall.”

                        NOTICE

                                                  CURRENT 2020 TAX DIGEST AND FIVE YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Real & Personal 1,091,832,080 1,186,442,490 1,299,736,486 1,438,655,388 1,518,982,186 1,626,627,090

Motor Vehicle 43,848,760 32,193,160 21,816,990 15,913,870 12,503,840 10,584,720

Mobile Homes 1,649,463 1,632,942 1,594,614 1,569,458 1,640,186 1,667,223

Timber - 100% 0 0 0 0 0 0

Heavy Duty Equipment 25,309 9,894 0 2,614 8,526 30,741

Gross Tax Digest 1,137,355,612 1,220,278,486 1,323,148,090 1,456,141,330 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774

Less M&O Exemptions 163,009,693 175,434,964 180,364,288 276,955,288 305,346,338 334,808,625

Net M&O Digest 974,345,919 1,044,843,522 1,142,783,802 1,179,186,042 1,227,788,400 1,304,101,149

Gross M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00

Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Net M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00

Net M&O Taxes Levied 7,794,767 8,358,748 9,142,270 9,433,488 9,822,307 10,432,809

Gross Tax Digest 1,137,355,612 1,220,278,486 1,323,148,090 1,456,141,330 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774

Less Bond Exemptions 140,664,637 152,753,301 148,911,795 200,002,666 215,923,976 229,834,718

Net Bond Digest 996,690,975 1,067,525,185 1,174,236,295 1,256,138,664 1,317,210,762 1,409,075,056

Gross Bond Millage Rate 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5

Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Net Bond Millage Rate 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5

Net Bond Taxes Levied 1,495,036 1,601,288 1,761,354 1,884,208 1,975,816 2,113,613

Net M&O Taxes $ Increase 234,454 563,981 783,522 291,218 388,819 610,502

Net M&O Taxes % Increase 3.1% 7.2% 9.4% 3.2% 4.1% 6.2%

Net Bond Taxes $ Increase 54,593 106,252 160,066 122,854 91,608 137,796

Net Bond Taxes % Increase 3.8% 7.1% 10.0% 7.0% 4.9% 7.0%

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Kennesaw does hereby announce that the tax millage rate for Fiscal Year 2021 will be set at a 
meeting of the Mayor and Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA on      
August 17, 2020 at 6:30 pm. Pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32, the City of Kennesaw does hereby publish the 
following presentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.

All concerned citizens are invited to public hearings held at the Kennesaw City Hall Chambers located                                              
   at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw GA on the dates and times below:                                                                                   
                                       Monday, August 10th 6:00 PM (Special Called Meeting)                                                                                        

                                Monday, August 17th 10:30 am (Special Called Meeting) and 6:30 PM (Final Adoption)

 NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The City of Kennesaw has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will require an 
increase in property taxes by 6.91 percent for M&O and 6.38 percent for Bond.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to be held 
at Kennesaw City Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, 
Kennesaw, Georgia on Monday, August 10th at 6:00 PM.

Times and places of additional public hearings on this increase are at Kennesaw City 
Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, Georgia 
on Monday, August 17th at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM.

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 8.00 mills for M&O and 1.50 
mills for Bond, an increase of .517 mills for M&O and .09 mills for Bond. Without this 
tentative tax increase, the millage rate will be no more than 7.483 mills for M&O and 
1.41 mills for Bond. The proposed tax increase for a home with a fair market value 
of $225,000 is approximately $47 increase for M&O and $8 increase for Bond and 
the proposed tax increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of 
$425,000 is approximately $88 increase for M&O and $15 increase for Bond.

PATIENTS
From A1

Look around and you’ll see 
busy restaurants. Walmart 
and Home Depot stores look 
much as they did pre-pan-
demic. The beaches over this 
summer have been, by many 
accounts, packed. Some par-
ents have inquired whether 
their children will be able 
to play high school football, 
but shudder at the thought 
of sending them to school. 
Why do these less meaning-

ful segments of our lives ap-
pear normal while the criti-
cal work of educating our 
youth is considered too risky 
a proposition?

When the coronavirus closed 
schools in March, our school 
systems were valiant in ef-
forts to transition to remote 
learning, but the amount of 
knowledge lost in the unstruc-
tured home environment was 
significant. If it continues, it 
could turn catastrophic with 
the impact on this generation 
of students, hindering their 
remaining years of education.

Let’s face it, some students 

coast through the virtual en-
vironment, be it through inac-
cessibility or outright neglect. 
This widens the education gap 
in the United States dispro-
portionately, harming low-
income and minority children.

If there is anything positive 
to say of the coronavirus, it’s 
that it has not been as harmful 
to children. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control, 
the coronavirus has killed a 
total of 64 children under age 
18. Compare that number to 
the nearly 200 who die of the 
flu in a typical year. Children 
do spread the coronavirus and 

can transmit to friends and 
family who may prove more 
vulnerable, but according to 
the CDC, “there have been few 
reports of children being the 
primary source of COVID-19 
transmission among family 
members.” Even if genera-
tional transmission is a risk 
it is one that can be miti-
gated by an individual case 
response.

Keeping teachers safe should 
also factor into the reopen-
ing of schools. Surely we can 
make reasonable accommo-
dations for teachers and fac-
ulty at greater risk. No one 

is arguing for school to look 
like they did pre-pandemic. 
The CDC has and will con-
tinue to release guidelines 
so that students can be wel-
comed back to the classroom 
in a safe manner. Increasing 
space between seats, modi-
fying class periods to reduce 
class size, the wearing of face 
masks when possible and in-
creasing time outdoors are 
all measures that can shield 
children and teachers from 
the virus while keeping them 
in an in-person environment. 
The choice of at-home, virtual 
or in-school learning seems a 

sound response, giving those 
with elevated risk or those 
who feel more comfortable at 
home that option. But those 
anxious for in-school edu-
cation and all the benefits it 
offers saw their preference 
taken away.

We call on our school ad-
ministrators and elected of-
ficials at the local, state and 
federal levels to fulfill their 
duty to allow children to re-
turn to a healthy classroom 
environment. Allow those who 
are ready to go back to school 
to do so and do it quickly. We 
are obliged to make it happen.

STUDENTS
From A1

Cobb small business 
owners get first round 

of assistance

Staff reports

A ceremonial check pre-

sentation ceremony was held 
on Friday morning to pres-
ent the first round of checks 
from the Small Business Re-
lief Grant.

A total of 2,078 completed 
applications were received 
from small businesses. More 

than 400 small businesses 
qualified for grants which 
totaled $7.5 million. The 
application period has been 
reopened and the extended 
deadline is Aug. 21 at 5 p.m.

For more information, 
visit selectcobb.com/grants.

For a list of round one grant 
recipients, visit https://cobb-
coga.civicclerk.com/Web/
GenFile.aspx?ad=3913.

The Small Business Relief 
Grant was established to as-
sist businesses of up to 100 
employees with various op-

erational and overhead ex-
penses. The program will be 
funded by way of a portion 
of the county’s disbursement 
of funding via the Corona-
virus Aid, Relief and Eco-
nomic Security (CARES) Act. 
These funds are intended 

to be used by communities 
to deal with the impacts of 
COVID-19. The Cobb County 
Board of Commissioners has 
allocated $50 million to be 
disbursed by SelectCobb to 
small businesses impacted 
by the pandemic.



Marietta Daily Journal - 08/01/2020 Page : A009

Copyright � 2020 Marietta Daily Journal 08/01/2020
August 3, 2020 9:10 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 92% from original to fit letter page

MDJ ♦ SaturDay/SunDay, auguSt 1/2, 2020 ♦ A9

bed space as they resume elec-
tive procedures while dealing 
with an uptick in patients suf-
fering from COVID-19.

What would happen, How-
ard asked, if the district were to 
open its buildings to its 100,000-
plus students and thousands 
of employees?

“Hospital capacity is 
stretched,” she said. “Do you 
want to add on another 100 
COVID cases? Well that’s not 
my ultimate decision. But … I 
share that information that we 
have, and it’s concerning how 
many patients we have that are 
in there and how (few) beds 
we have.”

WHEN WILL IT BE SAFE?
At the beginning of the meet-

ing, Memark said Cobb is ex-
periencing high rates of trans-
mission, with a slight decline 
in recent days.

“Honestly, we don’t know 
exactly what is causing these 
huge spikes, but it does seem 
to be around the holidays and 
when everything opened up a 
lot more,” she said.

This spring, Gov. Brian Kemp 
issued emergency orders clos-
ing businesses and ordering 
people to stay home, but al-
lowed those orders to expire 
at the end of April. The num-
ber of people hospitalized for 
the virus reached a low point 
in early June but has since in-
creased fourfold.

Members of the public were 
able to submit questions when 
registering for the event. Some 
wanted to know at what level 
of community spread it would 
be considered safe to reopen 
schools in-person.

Memark said one criteria 
would be for cases to be trend-
ing down, rather than up. An-
other would show a low per-
centage of tests coming back 
positive. And, finally, it would 
depend on the schools — can 
they keep students at least 6 
feet apart? Can they get all of 
them to wear masks?

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Some parents wanted to know 

why they have heard of private 
schools reopening in-person 
while the 120,000 students 
in Cobb County School Dis-
trict and Marietta City Schools 
will have to begin the 2020-21 
school year remotely.

Although every school re-
ceives the same information, 
Memark said, the ability of 
some schools to meet Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention guidance regarding 
social distancing, masks and 
the like varies dramatically.

“It was fairly easy for some 
schools,” Memark said, adding 
that larger schools will have to 
be “much more creative” when 
creating a safe learning envi-
ronment during the pandemic.

Howard said the pandemic 
has put a spotlight on the dis-
trict’s flaws.

“We could be social distanc-
ing right now” but for state-
imposed budget cuts and cer-
tain county tax exemptions, 
Howard said.

“That’s real money over 
time.” he continued. “Those 
are real school buildings that 
didn’t get built. Those are real 
classrooms that aren’t there. 
Those are real teachers that 
aren’t employed. That’s why 
we can’t just lower class sizes. 

… It breaks my heart that we 
have to do virtual, but it really 
feels like we have to.”

CHILDREN AND 
CORONAVIRUS

Some studies have suggested 
children are less likely to fall 
seriously ill or catch and pass 
the virus than adults. Some par-
ents who submitted questions 
for Thursday’s event wanted 
to know more about the sci-
ence regarding children and 
the coronavirus.

In a recent interview with 
the Marietta Daily Journal, 
Wellstar infectious disease 
specialist Danny Branstetter 
said data regarding the degree 
to which children spread the 
virus was inconclusive.

“That data also says that it 
is possible — not conclusive — 

possible that they don’t shed it 
as much,” he said. But again, 
this is stuff that we’re still learn-
ing and trying to figure out. 
So this may be a subject we 
talk about in a week, or even 
a month from now and the 
data is completely telling us 
a different story.”

Thursday night, Memark 
acknowledged children rarely 
fall seriously ill from the virus.

“But they are able spread it, 
and we do see studies that that 
is true,” she said. “We have a lot 
of cases in day cares. I mean, 
lots and lots of day care cases. 
And we have seen deaths of 
caregivers that have worked 
in day cares.

“The children have parents 
and teachers and grandpar-
ents, and I cannot tell you how 
many times that I have seen 

a grandparent that has been 
sheltering and has seen their 
children or grandchildren and 
they have perished because of 
it,” she continued.

At another point in the dis-
cussion, Memark said clos-
ing the schools ahead of their 
spring breaks “was probably 
one of the most effective things 
that was done that helped to 
bring down the transmission 
of the virus at that time.

“Thank God that we did that,” 
she continued, “because we re-
ally saw just an incredible up-
tick of cases that were school-
involved after that. And thank 
God nobody was in the school.”

POLITICS AND 
INFORMATION

Howard said it can be hard 
to know which sources of 

information to trust, and 
asked Memark how people 
should navigate the deluge 
of information regarding 
the virus.

“That’s probably the 
toughest question of the 
evening, I think,” Memark 
said.

Although she didn’t point 
to specific sources of in-
formation to which peo-
ple should turn, Memark 
stressed finding multiple 
sources of information and 
being wary of their biases 
while doing it.

“There’s a lot of politi-
cizing right now,” she said, 
“and it’s so unfortunate that 
that’s happening right now 
because this is something 
that we all need to stick to-
gether to get through this.”

TECHNOLOGY
Toward the end of the 

discussion, board mem-
bers detailed efforts to 
make sure students have 
access to the district’s 
online learning platform.

Charisse Davis said the 
district will be repurpos-
ing its laptops for home 
use and using buses as 
mobile internet provid-
ers for families that lack 
internet access.

The district’s sharp piv-
ot to online learning in 
March was bumpy, How-
ard acknowledged.

“It was kind of surviv-
al in the spring,” How-
ard said. “You’re going 
to have a much better 
experience coming up in 
the fall.”

                        NOTICE

                                                  CURRENT 2020 TAX DIGEST AND FIVE YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Real & Personal 1,091,832,080 1,186,442,490 1,299,736,486 1,438,655,388 1,518,982,186 1,626,627,090

Motor Vehicle 43,848,760 32,193,160 21,816,990 15,913,870 12,503,840 10,584,720

Mobile Homes 1,649,463 1,632,942 1,594,614 1,569,458 1,640,186 1,667,223

Timber - 100% 0 0 0 0 0 0

Heavy Duty Equipment 25,309 9,894 0 2,614 8,526 30,741

Gross Tax Digest 1,137,355,612 1,220,278,486 1,323,148,090 1,456,141,330 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774

Less M&O Exemptions 163,009,693 175,434,964 180,364,288 276,955,288 305,346,338 334,808,625

Net M&O Digest 974,345,919 1,044,843,522 1,142,783,802 1,179,186,042 1,227,788,400 1,304,101,149

Gross M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00

Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Net M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00

Net M&O Taxes Levied 7,794,767 8,358,748 9,142,270 9,433,488 9,822,307 10,432,809

Gross Tax Digest 1,137,355,612 1,220,278,486 1,323,148,090 1,456,141,330 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774

Less Bond Exemptions 140,664,637 152,753,301 148,911,795 200,002,666 215,923,976 229,834,718

Net Bond Digest 996,690,975 1,067,525,185 1,174,236,295 1,256,138,664 1,317,210,762 1,409,075,056

Gross Bond Millage Rate 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5

Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Net Bond Millage Rate 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5

Net Bond Taxes Levied 1,495,036 1,601,288 1,761,354 1,884,208 1,975,816 2,113,613

Net M&O Taxes $ Increase 234,454 563,981 783,522 291,218 388,819 610,502

Net M&O Taxes % Increase 3.1% 7.2% 9.4% 3.2% 4.1% 6.2%

Net Bond Taxes $ Increase 54,593 106,252 160,066 122,854 91,608 137,796

Net Bond Taxes % Increase 3.8% 7.1% 10.0% 7.0% 4.9% 7.0%

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Kennesaw does hereby announce that the tax millage rate for Fiscal Year 2021 will be set at a 
meeting of the Mayor and Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA on      
August 17, 2020 at 6:30 pm. Pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32, the City of Kennesaw does hereby publish the 
following presentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.

All concerned citizens are invited to public hearings held at the Kennesaw City Hall Chambers located                                              
   at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw GA on the dates and times below:                                                                                   
                                       Monday, August 10th 6:00 PM (Special Called Meeting)                                                                                        

                                Monday, August 17th 10:30 am (Special Called Meeting) and 6:30 PM (Final Adoption)

 NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The City of Kennesaw has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will require an 
increase in property taxes by 6.91 percent for M&O and 6.38 percent for Bond.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to be held 
at Kennesaw City Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, 
Kennesaw, Georgia on Monday, August 10th at 6:00 PM.

Times and places of additional public hearings on this increase are at Kennesaw City 
Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, Georgia 
on Monday, August 17th at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM.

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 8.00 mills for M&O and 1.50 
mills for Bond, an increase of .517 mills for M&O and .09 mills for Bond. Without this 
tentative tax increase, the millage rate will be no more than 7.483 mills for M&O and 
1.41 mills for Bond. The proposed tax increase for a home with a fair market value 
of $225,000 is approximately $47 increase for M&O and $8 increase for Bond and 
the proposed tax increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of 
$425,000 is approximately $88 increase for M&O and $15 increase for Bond.

PATIENTS
From A1

Look around and you’ll see 
busy restaurants. Walmart 
and Home Depot stores look 
much as they did pre-pan-
demic. The beaches over this 
summer have been, by many 
accounts, packed. Some par-
ents have inquired whether 
their children will be able 
to play high school football, 
but shudder at the thought 
of sending them to school. 
Why do these less meaning-

ful segments of our lives ap-
pear normal while the criti-
cal work of educating our 
youth is considered too risky 
a proposition?

When the coronavirus closed 
schools in March, our school 
systems were valiant in ef-
forts to transition to remote 
learning, but the amount of 
knowledge lost in the unstruc-
tured home environment was 
significant. If it continues, it 
could turn catastrophic with 
the impact on this generation 
of students, hindering their 
remaining years of education.

Let’s face it, some students 

coast through the virtual en-
vironment, be it through inac-
cessibility or outright neglect. 
This widens the education gap 
in the United States dispro-
portionately, harming low-
income and minority children.

If there is anything positive 
to say of the coronavirus, it’s 
that it has not been as harmful 
to children. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control, 
the coronavirus has killed a 
total of 64 children under age 
18. Compare that number to 
the nearly 200 who die of the 
flu in a typical year. Children 
do spread the coronavirus and 

can transmit to friends and 
family who may prove more 
vulnerable, but according to 
the CDC, “there have been few 
reports of children being the 
primary source of COVID-19 
transmission among family 
members.” Even if genera-
tional transmission is a risk 
it is one that can be miti-
gated by an individual case 
response.

Keeping teachers safe should 
also factor into the reopen-
ing of schools. Surely we can 
make reasonable accommo-
dations for teachers and fac-
ulty at greater risk. No one 

is arguing for school to look 
like they did pre-pandemic. 
The CDC has and will con-
tinue to release guidelines 
so that students can be wel-
comed back to the classroom 
in a safe manner. Increasing 
space between seats, modi-
fying class periods to reduce 
class size, the wearing of face 
masks when possible and in-
creasing time outdoors are 
all measures that can shield 
children and teachers from 
the virus while keeping them 
in an in-person environment. 
The choice of at-home, virtual 
or in-school learning seems a 

sound response, giving those 
with elevated risk or those 
who feel more comfortable at 
home that option. But those 
anxious for in-school edu-
cation and all the benefits it 
offers saw their preference 
taken away.

We call on our school ad-
ministrators and elected of-
ficials at the local, state and 
federal levels to fulfill their 
duty to allow children to re-
turn to a healthy classroom 
environment. Allow those who 
are ready to go back to school 
to do so and do it quickly. We 
are obliged to make it happen.

STUDENTS
From A1

Cobb small business 
owners get first round 

of assistance

Staff reports

A ceremonial check pre-

sentation ceremony was held 
on Friday morning to pres-
ent the first round of checks 
from the Small Business Re-
lief Grant.

A total of 2,078 completed 
applications were received 
from small businesses. More 

than 400 small businesses 
qualified for grants which 
totaled $7.5 million. The 
application period has been 
reopened and the extended 
deadline is Aug. 21 at 5 p.m.

For more information, 
visit selectcobb.com/grants.

For a list of round one grant 
recipients, visit https://cobb-
coga.civicclerk.com/Web/
GenFile.aspx?ad=3913.

The Small Business Relief 
Grant was established to as-
sist businesses of up to 100 
employees with various op-

erational and overhead ex-
penses. The program will be 
funded by way of a portion 
of the county’s disbursement 
of funding via the Corona-
virus Aid, Relief and Eco-
nomic Security (CARES) Act. 
These funds are intended 

to be used by communities 
to deal with the impacts of 
COVID-19. The Cobb County 
Board of Commissioners has 
allocated $50 million to be 
disbursed by SelectCobb to 
small businesses impacted 
by the pandemic.
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to ensure that you and your 
fellow students are safe 
by familiarizing yourself 
with those changes and 
by committing to follow 
them at all times while on 
campus.”

KSU students in Ken-
nesaw and Marietta will 
be able to get tested for 
COVID-19 at student health 
services clinics. According 
to the university website, 
students should get tested 
“if they are experiencing 
symptoms or believe they 
have been in close contact 
with someone who has a 
confirmed case.” Testing is 
by appointment only. Fac-
ulty and staff will be able to 
get tested for COVID-19 on 
campus beginning Aug. 10.

“Wellstar will work with 
our University and local 
health officials as we moni-
tor and immediately respond 
to any positive tests that 
arise on campus,” Arne-
son said in the email to 
students. “Specific pro-
cedures will be followed 
to isolate positive cases 
so that the spread of the 
virus can be mitigated.”

Timothy Hedeen, a pro-
fessor of conflict manage-
ment at KSU, said COVID-19 
testing may not be effec-

tive if people do not com-
ply with contact tracing.

“I have concerns that test-
ing isn’t timely enough,” 
Hedeen said. “Even if you 
find out instantly that some-
one tests positive, then 
where they’ve been for the 
last two days or five days is 
critically important. And, 
thus far, citizens in the 
United States don’t share 
that information … so test-
ing, for me, is no solution 
to anything.”

Hedeen, who will teach 
all of his classes virtually 
this fall, noted that some 
of the long-term health ef-
fects of the virus are still 
unknown. He said he can 
only speak for himself and 
not other faculty members 
or the university.

“The density of class-
room spaces, and even the 
spaces between classrooms, 
make it such that it’s just 
unwise,” Hedeen said of 
in-person classes. “It’s too 

dangerous.”
Hedeen said he wants to 

get back to the classroom 
for in-person instruction 
with students, and he will 
do so when it is safe for 
everyone involved.

While some classes will 
meet face-to-face, others 
will be conducted online 
and some will feature a 
hybrid of remote and in-
person learning.

“(Students) should con-
tinue to monitor your reg-
istration status so you can 
remain up to date on the 
modalities that will be used 
for your courses in the fall 
and contact your academic 
advisor with any questions,” 
Arneson said in his email.

When face-to-face instruc-
tion is possible, classrooms 
will have cleaning supplies 
available so students can 
wipe down desks or other 
shared equipment.

In his email to students, 
Arneson said the univer-

sity has developed several 
resources to address how 
the Kennesaw and Mari-
etta campuses will reopen 
during the pandemic. He 
provided students with the 
university’s new COVID-19 
website, coronavirus.ken-
nesaw.edu, a source for 
news and resources per-
taining to the pandemic.

Arneson also noted that 
both the Kennesaw and 
Marietta campuses will fea-
ture event tents for shade 
and more outdoor seating 
areas. KSU will contin-
ue to operate the Big Owl 
Bus shuttle services, and 
bus drivers will disinfect 
buses regularly through-
out the day.

“We are eager to welcome 
you to a new academic year 

at KSU and are preparing for 
your safe return to classes 
and to campus,” Arneson 
said to students. “Please 

know we are committed 
to your success, and your 
health and well-being re-
main our top priorities.”

Couture 4 U Women’s
Boutique

800 Whitlock Ave. NW, Suite 102
Marietta, GA 30064

couture4uboutique@gmail.com

IG...cout.ure4@boutique

couture4uwomensboutique.com
770-575-0648

Mention 
this ad 

for15% off

KEITH 
BALDWIN, CAI

AL 1416, 
ALRE 64960

GAL AUNR2860
GARE 247207

866.789.5169 H american-auctioneers.com

2 Absolute Auctions
Saturday, August 15

10 AM EDT ESTATE AUCTION
of Bill & Fay Thomas

2,100+/- Sq. Ft. Home on 10+/- Acres
Barn, 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath Mobile Home

121 Grant Road, Armuchee, GA
Selling in Conjunction with Ben Powell & Hardy Realty

Mobile (706) 252-0588 | Office (706) 291-4321

2 PM CDT ABSOLUTE AUCTION
OWNER FINANCING

55+/- Acres
To be Offered In Tracts, Combinations Of Tracts & As A Whole

Cherokee County Roads 69 & 76
Pine Grove Community, Centre, AL

Call our office or visit our website for additional information!

Carbon Monoxide
 When a natural gas appliance is propertly operating, 
complete combusion safely burns the gas. Complete 
combustion produces carbon dioxide and water vapor, non-
hazardous by-products. However, incomplete combustion 
occurs where there is insufficient air available for complete 
burning of the fuel. The most dangerous by-product of 
incomplete combustion is carbon monoxide (CO). Carbon 
monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, tasteless, poisonous 
gas that is produced by the incomplete burning of various 
fuels such as coal, wood, oil, kerosene, charcoal, propane, 
and natural gas. Because CO is undetectable to the human 
senses, a person may not know that they are being exposed 
to CO poisoning. The initial symptoms of low to moderate 
CO poisoning are similar to the flu. 

They include:
• Headache • Fatigue • Dizziness •

• Nausea • Shortness of breath •

Highter levels of CO poisoning include:
• Vomiting • Mental confusion •

• Loss of muscular coordination •
• Loss of consciousness •

• Too much inhaled CO can be fatal •

How to prevent CO poisoning:
 • Appliances should be installed and operated according
  to the manufacturer’s instructions and local codes.
 • At the beginning of every heating season, have your
  heating system and other fuel burning appliances
  professionally inspected and service by a HVAC dealer
  or licensed plumber.
 • Install carbon monoxide alarms on every level of your
  home that will sound when potentially dangerous 
  levels of CO are detected. 
If any member of your household is experiencing 
symptoms of CO poisoning, immediately get them out of 
the house and seek medical attention. If you suspect carbon 
monoxide, play it safe and get fresh air immediately. Austell 
Gas Systems personnel are available at all times to perform 
an investigation. Please call 770-948-1841, Option “1”.

Atlanta’s Caring Lawyers
are available today in

Marietta to address your
Legal Needs.

Contact us at 404.285.2818
or visit us today at

www.cauthornnohr.com

IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
NOTICE TO KENNESAW TAXPAYERS
CITY NOT INCREASING TAX RATES

According to Georgia law, all taxing agencies must 
advertise a tax increase and hold three public 

hearings to claim taxes on reassessed properties 
even if the millage rate remains unchanged as is 
the case in Kennesaw. The City of Kennesaw has 

tentatively adopted a millage rate equal to last 
year’s millage of 9.50 mills.

KSU
From A1

By Alanna Durkin Richer
Associated Press

A federal appeals court Friday 
threw out Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s 
death sentence in the 2013 Bos-
ton Marathon bombing, saying 
the judge who oversaw the case 
did not adequately screen jurors 
for potential biases.

A three-judge panel of the 1st 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals or-
dered a new penalty-phase trial 
on whether the 27-year-old Tsar-
naev should be executed for the 
attack that killed three people and 
wounded more than 260 others.

“But make no mistake: Dzhokhar 
will spend his remaining days 
locked up in prison, with the only 
matter remaining being whether 
he will die by execution,” Judge 
O. Rogeriee Thompson wrote in 
the ruling, more than six months 
after arguments were heard in 
the case.

An email seeking comment was 
sent to an attorney for Tsarnaev. 
A spokesperson for the U.S. At-
torney’s office in Boston said 
they were reviewing the opinion 
and had no immediate comment.

Prosecutors could ask the full 
appeals court to hear the case or 
go straight to the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

The mother of Krystle Camp-

bell, the 29-year-old killed 
in the attack, expressed 
outrage at the court’s de-
cision.

“I just don’t understand 
it,” Patricia Campbell told 
The Boston Globe. “It’s 
just terrible that he’s al-
lowed to live his life. It’s 
unfair. He didn’t wake up 
one morning and decide 
to do what he did. He planned it 
out. He did a vicious, ugly thing.”

Former Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority offi-
cer Dic Donohue, who was se-
verely injured in a gunfight with 
the brothers, said the ruling was 
not surprising to him.

“And in any case, he won’t be 
getting out and hasn’t been able 
to harm anyone since he was 
captured,” he tweeted.

Tsarnaev’s lawyers acknowl-
edged at the beginning of his 
trial that he and his older broth-
er, Tamerlan Tsarnaev, set off 
the two bombs at the marathon 
finish line. But they argued that 
Dzhokar Tsarnaev is less culpa-
ble than his brother, who they 
said was the mastermind behind 
the attack.

Tamerlan Tsarnaev died in a 
gunbattle with police a few days 
after the April 15, 2013, bomb-
ing. Dzhokar Tsarnaev is now 

behind bars at a high-se-
curity supermax prison in 
Florence, Colorado.

Tsarnaev was convict-
ed on 30 charges, includ-
ing conspiracy and use 
of a weapon of mass de-
struction.

Prosecutors told jurors 
that the men carried out 
the attack to punish the 

United States for its wars in Mus-
lim countries. In the boat where 
Tsarnaev was found hiding, he 
had scrawled a confession that 
referred to the wars and wrote, 
among other things, “Stop kill-
ing our innocent people and we 
will stop.”

Tsarnaev’s attorneys identified 
a slew of issues with his trial, 
but said in a brief filed with the 
court that the “first fundamen-
tal error” was the judge’s refusal 
to move the case out of Boston. 
They also pointed to social me-
dia posts from two jurors sug-
gesting they harbored strong 
opinions even before the 2015 
trial started.

One juror had said in Twitter 
posts that that she was “locked 
down” with her family during the 
manhunt and retweeted another 
post calling Tsarnaev a “piece of 
garbage,” but later told the court 
she had not commented on the 

case or been asked to shelter in 
place, the defense said. On the 
day of Tsarnaev’s sentencing, 
the juror changed her Facebook 
profile picture to an image that 
said “BOSTON STRONG,” a ral-
lying cry used in the wake of the 
bombing, the attorneys said.

Tsarnaev’s lawyers pushed 
several times to move the trial 
out of the city where the bombs 
exploded, arguing the intense 
media scrutiny and number of 
people touched by the attack in 
Boston would taint the jury pool. 
But U.S. District Judge George 
O’Toole refused, saying he be-
lieved a fair and impartial jury 
could be found in the city.

The 1st Circuit said the “per-
vasive” media coverage featur-
ing “bone-chilling still shots and 
videos” of the bombing and day-
slong manhunt required the judge 
to run a jury selection process 
“sufficient to identify prejudice.” 
But O’Toole fell short, the judg-
es found.

The judges said O’Toole deemed 
jurors who had already formed 
the opinion that Tsarnaev was 
guilty qualified “because they 
answered ‘yes’ to the question 
whether they could decide this 
high-profile case based on the ev-
idence.” Yet he didn’t sufficient-
ly dig into what jurors had read 

or heard about the case, it said.
“By not having the jurors identify 

what it was they already thought 
they knew about the case, the 
judge made it too difficult for 
himself and the parties to de-
termine both the nature of any 
taint (e.g., whether the juror 
knew something prejudicial not 
to be conceded at trial) and the 
possible remedies for the taint,” 
Thompson wrote.

All three judges agreed that the 
death sentence should be tossed. 
In a concurring opinion, Judge 
Juan Torruella wrote that the 
case should never have been 
tried in Boston.

“If this case did not present a 
sufficient basis for a change of 
venue, there are no set of cir-
cumstances that will meet this 
standard, at least not in the First 
Circuit,” he wrote.

President Donald Trump 
weighed in on the ruling dur-
ing an address to supporters 
on the tarmac of Tampa Inter-
national Airport.

“I see in Boston, where you 
have the animal that killed so 
many people during the Boston 
Marathon,” Trump said. “They 
just sent this conviction for the 
death penalty back to the lower 
courts so they’ll argue about that 
for a long time. It’s ridiculous.”

Court overturns Boston Marathon bomber’s death sentence 

Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev
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respectively.

Funding
Line(s)

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
RESOLUTION Bond Millage Rate 7/22/2020 Resolution

Current and Five Year History Ad 7/28/2020 Backup Material

Notice of Property Tax Increase Ad 7/22/2020 Backup Material

Additional Ad 7/22/2020 Backup Material

08-01-20 MDJ Ads 8/4/2020 Legal Ad



CITY OF KENNESAW 

GEORGIA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-, 2020   

 

RESOLUTION OF THE KENNESAW CITY COUNCIL TO ESTABLISH  

THE BOND MILLAGE RATE FOR THE CITY OF KENNESAW FOR  

FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 
 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENNESAW, 

COBB COUNTY, GEORGIA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Kennesaw, Georgia desires to establish its ad valorem tax millage 
rate for the fiscal year 2020-2021; and 
 
WHEREAS, the governing authority has advertised its intent to establish said millage rate 
by placing an advertisement conforming to O.C.G.A. §48-5-32(c) in a newspaper of 
general circulation of Cobb County serving the residents of the City of Kennesaw, said 
advertisement appearing two (2) weeks prior to the hearing at which said millage rate is 
to be considered; and 

 
WHEREAS, the public hearings required by O.C.G.A. §48-5-32(c) were duly held on 
August 10, 2020 and August 17, 2020 prior to the adoption of this resolution; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Bond millage rate has been calculated by the governing authority to be 
1.5 mills and the final millage rate for Maintenance & Operation (M&O) will be adopted by 
separate resolution. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the governing authority of the City of Kennesaw does hereby 
establish the bond millage rate for the City of Kennesaw, Georgia, ad valorem property 
tax, for the 2020-2021 fiscal year at 1.5 mills. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Kennesaw City Council on this     day of August, 2020. 
 
 
ATTEST:       CITY OF KENNESAW 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Lea Addington, City Clerk     Derek Easterling, Mayor 



                                                  CURRENT 2020 TAX DIGEST AND FIVE YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Real & Personal 1,091,832,080 1,186,442,490 1,299,736,486 1,438,655,388 1,518,982,186 1,626,627,090
Motor Vehicle 43,848,760 32,193,160 21,816,990 15,913,870 12,503,840 10,584,720
Mobile Homes 1,649,463 1,632,942 1,594,614 1,569,458 1,640,186 1,667,223
Timber - 100% 0 0 0 0 0 0
Heavy Duty Equipment 25,309 9,894 0 2,614 8,526 30,741
Gross Tax Digest 1,137,355,612 1,220,278,486 1,323,148,090 1,456,141,330 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774
Less M&O Exemptions 163,009,693 175,434,964 180,364,288 276,955,288 305,346,338 334,808,625
Net M&O Digest 974,345,919 1,044,843,522 1,142,783,802 1,179,186,042 1,227,788,400 1,304,101,149

Gross M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00
Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Net M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00

Net M&O Taxes Levied 7,794,767 8,358,748 9,142,270 9,433,488 9,822,307 10,432,809

Gross Tax Digest 1,137,355,612 1,220,278,486 1,323,148,090 1,456,141,330 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774
Less Bond Exemptions 140,664,637 152,753,301 148,911,795 200,002,666 215,923,976 229,834,718
Net Bond Digest 996,690,975 1,067,525,185 1,174,236,295 1,256,138,664 1,317,210,762 1,409,075,056

Gross Bond Millage Rate 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5
Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Net Bond Millage Rate 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5

Net Bond Taxes Levied 1,495,036 1,601,288 1,761,354 1,884,208 1,975,816 2,113,613

Net M&O Taxes $ Increase 234,454 563,981 783,522 291,218 388,819 610,502
Net M&O Taxes % Increase 3.1% 7.2% 9.4% 3.2% 4.1% 6.2%

Net Bond Taxes $ Increase 54,593 106,252 160,066 122,854 91,608 137,796
Net Bond Taxes % Increase 3.8% 7.1% 10.0% 7.0% 4.9% 7.0%

All concerned citizens are invited to public hearings held at the Kennesaw City Hall Chambers located                         
at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw GA on the dates and times below:                                             

Monday, August 10th 6:00 PM (Special Called Meeting)                                                                 
Monday, August 17th 10:30 am (Special Called Meeting) and 6:30 PM (Final Adoption)

                        NOTICE
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Kennesaw does hereby announce that the tax millage rate for Fiscal Year 2021 will be set at a 
meeting of the Mayor and Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA on      
August 17, 2020 at 6:30 pm. Pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32, the City of Kennesaw does hereby publish the 
following presentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.





 NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE 

The City of Kennesaw has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will require an increase 

in property taxes by 6.91 percent for M&O and 6.38 percent for Bond. 

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to be held at 

Kennesaw City Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, 

Kennesaw, Georgia on Monday, August 10th at 6:00 PM. 

Times and places of additional public hearings on this increase are at Kennesaw City Hall 

Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, Georgia on 

Monday, August 17th at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM. 

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 8.00 mills for M&O and 1.50 mills for 

Bond, an increase of .517 mills for M&O and .09 mills for Bond. Without this tentative tax 

increase, the millage rate will be no more than 7.483 mills for M&O and 1.41 mills for 

Bond. The proposed tax increase for a home with a fair market value of $225,000 is 

approximately $47 increase for M&O and $8 increase for Bond and the proposed tax 

increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of $425,000 is approximately 

$88 increase for M&O and $15 increase for Bond. 

                                   

 

  

 



 

 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

NOTICE TO KENNESAW TAXPAYERS 

CITY NOT INCREASING TAX RATES 

 

According to Georgia law, all taxing agencies must advertise a 

tax increase and hold three public hearings to claim taxes on 

reassessed properties even if the millage rate remains 

unchanged as is the case in Kennesaw. The City of Kennesaw 

has tentatively adopted a millage rate equal to last year’s 

millage of 9.50 mills.  
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bed space as they resume elec-
tive procedures while dealing 
with an uptick in patients suf-
fering from COVID-19.

What would happen, How-
ard asked, if the district were to 
open its buildings to its 100,000-
plus students and thousands 
of employees?

“Hospital capacity is 
stretched,” she said. “Do you 
want to add on another 100 
COVID cases? Well that’s not 
my ultimate decision. But … I 
share that information that we 
have, and it’s concerning how 
many patients we have that are 
in there and how (few) beds 
we have.”

WHEN WILL IT BE SAFE?
At the beginning of the meet-

ing, Memark said Cobb is ex-
periencing high rates of trans-
mission, with a slight decline 
in recent days.

“Honestly, we don’t know 
exactly what is causing these 
huge spikes, but it does seem 
to be around the holidays and 
when everything opened up a 
lot more,” she said.

This spring, Gov. Brian Kemp 
issued emergency orders clos-
ing businesses and ordering 
people to stay home, but al-
lowed those orders to expire 
at the end of April. The num-
ber of people hospitalized for 
the virus reached a low point 
in early June but has since in-
creased fourfold.

Members of the public were 
able to submit questions when 
registering for the event. Some 
wanted to know at what level 
of community spread it would 
be considered safe to reopen 
schools in-person.

Memark said one criteria 
would be for cases to be trend-
ing down, rather than up. An-
other would show a low per-
centage of tests coming back 
positive. And, finally, it would 
depend on the schools — can 
they keep students at least 6 
feet apart? Can they get all of 
them to wear masks?

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Some parents wanted to know 

why they have heard of private 
schools reopening in-person 
while the 120,000 students 
in Cobb County School Dis-
trict and Marietta City Schools 
will have to begin the 2020-21 
school year remotely.

Although every school re-
ceives the same information, 
Memark said, the ability of 
some schools to meet Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention guidance regarding 
social distancing, masks and 
the like varies dramatically.

“It was fairly easy for some 
schools,” Memark said, adding 
that larger schools will have to 
be “much more creative” when 
creating a safe learning envi-
ronment during the pandemic.

Howard said the pandemic 
has put a spotlight on the dis-
trict’s flaws.

“We could be social distanc-
ing right now” but for state-
imposed budget cuts and cer-
tain county tax exemptions, 
Howard said.

“That’s real money over 
time.” he continued. “Those 
are real school buildings that 
didn’t get built. Those are real 
classrooms that aren’t there. 
Those are real teachers that 
aren’t employed. That’s why 
we can’t just lower class sizes. 

… It breaks my heart that we 
have to do virtual, but it really 
feels like we have to.”

CHILDREN AND 
CORONAVIRUS

Some studies have suggested 
children are less likely to fall 
seriously ill or catch and pass 
the virus than adults. Some par-
ents who submitted questions 
for Thursday’s event wanted 
to know more about the sci-
ence regarding children and 
the coronavirus.

In a recent interview with 
the Marietta Daily Journal, 
Wellstar infectious disease 
specialist Danny Branstetter 
said data regarding the degree 
to which children spread the 
virus was inconclusive.

“That data also says that it 
is possible — not conclusive — 

possible that they don’t shed it 
as much,” he said. But again, 
this is stuff that we’re still learn-
ing and trying to figure out. 
So this may be a subject we 
talk about in a week, or even 
a month from now and the 
data is completely telling us 
a different story.”

Thursday night, Memark 
acknowledged children rarely 
fall seriously ill from the virus.

“But they are able spread it, 
and we do see studies that that 
is true,” she said. “We have a lot 
of cases in day cares. I mean, 
lots and lots of day care cases. 
And we have seen deaths of 
caregivers that have worked 
in day cares.

“The children have parents 
and teachers and grandpar-
ents, and I cannot tell you how 
many times that I have seen 

a grandparent that has been 
sheltering and has seen their 
children or grandchildren and 
they have perished because of 
it,” she continued.

At another point in the dis-
cussion, Memark said clos-
ing the schools ahead of their 
spring breaks “was probably 
one of the most effective things 
that was done that helped to 
bring down the transmission 
of the virus at that time.

“Thank God that we did that,” 
she continued, “because we re-
ally saw just an incredible up-
tick of cases that were school-
involved after that. And thank 
God nobody was in the school.”

POLITICS AND 
INFORMATION

Howard said it can be hard 
to know which sources of 

information to trust, and 
asked Memark how people 
should navigate the deluge 
of information regarding 
the virus.

“That’s probably the 
toughest question of the 
evening, I think,” Memark 
said.

Although she didn’t point 
to specific sources of in-
formation to which peo-
ple should turn, Memark 
stressed finding multiple 
sources of information and 
being wary of their biases 
while doing it.

“There’s a lot of politi-
cizing right now,” she said, 
“and it’s so unfortunate that 
that’s happening right now 
because this is something 
that we all need to stick to-
gether to get through this.”

TECHNOLOGY
Toward the end of the 

discussion, board mem-
bers detailed efforts to 
make sure students have 
access to the district’s 
online learning platform.

Charisse Davis said the 
district will be repurpos-
ing its laptops for home 
use and using buses as 
mobile internet provid-
ers for families that lack 
internet access.

The district’s sharp piv-
ot to online learning in 
March was bumpy, How-
ard acknowledged.

“It was kind of surviv-
al in the spring,” How-
ard said. “You’re going 
to have a much better 
experience coming up in 
the fall.”

                        NOTICE

                                                  CURRENT 2020 TAX DIGEST AND FIVE YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Real & Personal 1,091,832,080 1,186,442,490 1,299,736,486 1,438,655,388 1,518,982,186 1,626,627,090

Motor Vehicle 43,848,760 32,193,160 21,816,990 15,913,870 12,503,840 10,584,720

Mobile Homes 1,649,463 1,632,942 1,594,614 1,569,458 1,640,186 1,667,223

Timber - 100% 0 0 0 0 0 0

Heavy Duty Equipment 25,309 9,894 0 2,614 8,526 30,741

Gross Tax Digest 1,137,355,612 1,220,278,486 1,323,148,090 1,456,141,330 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774

Less M&O Exemptions 163,009,693 175,434,964 180,364,288 276,955,288 305,346,338 334,808,625

Net M&O Digest 974,345,919 1,044,843,522 1,142,783,802 1,179,186,042 1,227,788,400 1,304,101,149

Gross M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00

Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Net M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00

Net M&O Taxes Levied 7,794,767 8,358,748 9,142,270 9,433,488 9,822,307 10,432,809

Gross Tax Digest 1,137,355,612 1,220,278,486 1,323,148,090 1,456,141,330 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774

Less Bond Exemptions 140,664,637 152,753,301 148,911,795 200,002,666 215,923,976 229,834,718

Net Bond Digest 996,690,975 1,067,525,185 1,174,236,295 1,256,138,664 1,317,210,762 1,409,075,056

Gross Bond Millage Rate 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5

Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Net Bond Millage Rate 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5

Net Bond Taxes Levied 1,495,036 1,601,288 1,761,354 1,884,208 1,975,816 2,113,613

Net M&O Taxes $ Increase 234,454 563,981 783,522 291,218 388,819 610,502

Net M&O Taxes % Increase 3.1% 7.2% 9.4% 3.2% 4.1% 6.2%

Net Bond Taxes $ Increase 54,593 106,252 160,066 122,854 91,608 137,796

Net Bond Taxes % Increase 3.8% 7.1% 10.0% 7.0% 4.9% 7.0%

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Kennesaw does hereby announce that the tax millage rate for Fiscal Year 2021 will be set at a 
meeting of the Mayor and Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA on      
August 17, 2020 at 6:30 pm. Pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32, the City of Kennesaw does hereby publish the 
following presentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.

All concerned citizens are invited to public hearings held at the Kennesaw City Hall Chambers located                                              
   at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw GA on the dates and times below:                                                                                   
                                       Monday, August 10th 6:00 PM (Special Called Meeting)                                                                                        

                                Monday, August 17th 10:30 am (Special Called Meeting) and 6:30 PM (Final Adoption)

 NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The City of Kennesaw has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will require an 
increase in property taxes by 6.91 percent for M&O and 6.38 percent for Bond.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to be held 
at Kennesaw City Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, 
Kennesaw, Georgia on Monday, August 10th at 6:00 PM.

Times and places of additional public hearings on this increase are at Kennesaw City 
Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, Georgia 
on Monday, August 17th at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM.

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 8.00 mills for M&O and 1.50 
mills for Bond, an increase of .517 mills for M&O and .09 mills for Bond. Without this 
tentative tax increase, the millage rate will be no more than 7.483 mills for M&O and 
1.41 mills for Bond. The proposed tax increase for a home with a fair market value 
of $225,000 is approximately $47 increase for M&O and $8 increase for Bond and 
the proposed tax increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of 
$425,000 is approximately $88 increase for M&O and $15 increase for Bond.

PATIENTS
From A1

Look around and you’ll see 
busy restaurants. Walmart 
and Home Depot stores look 
much as they did pre-pan-
demic. The beaches over this 
summer have been, by many 
accounts, packed. Some par-
ents have inquired whether 
their children will be able 
to play high school football, 
but shudder at the thought 
of sending them to school. 
Why do these less meaning-

ful segments of our lives ap-
pear normal while the criti-
cal work of educating our 
youth is considered too risky 
a proposition?

When the coronavirus closed 
schools in March, our school 
systems were valiant in ef-
forts to transition to remote 
learning, but the amount of 
knowledge lost in the unstruc-
tured home environment was 
significant. If it continues, it 
could turn catastrophic with 
the impact on this generation 
of students, hindering their 
remaining years of education.

Let’s face it, some students 

coast through the virtual en-
vironment, be it through inac-
cessibility or outright neglect. 
This widens the education gap 
in the United States dispro-
portionately, harming low-
income and minority children.

If there is anything positive 
to say of the coronavirus, it’s 
that it has not been as harmful 
to children. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control, 
the coronavirus has killed a 
total of 64 children under age 
18. Compare that number to 
the nearly 200 who die of the 
flu in a typical year. Children 
do spread the coronavirus and 

can transmit to friends and 
family who may prove more 
vulnerable, but according to 
the CDC, “there have been few 
reports of children being the 
primary source of COVID-19 
transmission among family 
members.” Even if genera-
tional transmission is a risk 
it is one that can be miti-
gated by an individual case 
response.

Keeping teachers safe should 
also factor into the reopen-
ing of schools. Surely we can 
make reasonable accommo-
dations for teachers and fac-
ulty at greater risk. No one 

is arguing for school to look 
like they did pre-pandemic. 
The CDC has and will con-
tinue to release guidelines 
so that students can be wel-
comed back to the classroom 
in a safe manner. Increasing 
space between seats, modi-
fying class periods to reduce 
class size, the wearing of face 
masks when possible and in-
creasing time outdoors are 
all measures that can shield 
children and teachers from 
the virus while keeping them 
in an in-person environment. 
The choice of at-home, virtual 
or in-school learning seems a 

sound response, giving those 
with elevated risk or those 
who feel more comfortable at 
home that option. But those 
anxious for in-school edu-
cation and all the benefits it 
offers saw their preference 
taken away.

We call on our school ad-
ministrators and elected of-
ficials at the local, state and 
federal levels to fulfill their 
duty to allow children to re-
turn to a healthy classroom 
environment. Allow those who 
are ready to go back to school 
to do so and do it quickly. We 
are obliged to make it happen.

STUDENTS
From A1

Cobb small business 
owners get first round 

of assistance

Staff reports

A ceremonial check pre-

sentation ceremony was held 
on Friday morning to pres-
ent the first round of checks 
from the Small Business Re-
lief Grant.

A total of 2,078 completed 
applications were received 
from small businesses. More 

than 400 small businesses 
qualified for grants which 
totaled $7.5 million. The 
application period has been 
reopened and the extended 
deadline is Aug. 21 at 5 p.m.

For more information, 
visit selectcobb.com/grants.

For a list of round one grant 
recipients, visit https://cobb-
coga.civicclerk.com/Web/
GenFile.aspx?ad=3913.

The Small Business Relief 
Grant was established to as-
sist businesses of up to 100 
employees with various op-

erational and overhead ex-
penses. The program will be 
funded by way of a portion 
of the county’s disbursement 
of funding via the Corona-
virus Aid, Relief and Eco-
nomic Security (CARES) Act. 
These funds are intended 

to be used by communities 
to deal with the impacts of 
COVID-19. The Cobb County 
Board of Commissioners has 
allocated $50 million to be 
disbursed by SelectCobb to 
small businesses impacted 
by the pandemic.
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bed space as they resume elec-
tive procedures while dealing 
with an uptick in patients suf-
fering from COVID-19.

What would happen, How-
ard asked, if the district were to 
open its buildings to its 100,000-
plus students and thousands 
of employees?

“Hospital capacity is 
stretched,” she said. “Do you 
want to add on another 100 
COVID cases? Well that’s not 
my ultimate decision. But … I 
share that information that we 
have, and it’s concerning how 
many patients we have that are 
in there and how (few) beds 
we have.”

WHEN WILL IT BE SAFE?
At the beginning of the meet-

ing, Memark said Cobb is ex-
periencing high rates of trans-
mission, with a slight decline 
in recent days.

“Honestly, we don’t know 
exactly what is causing these 
huge spikes, but it does seem 
to be around the holidays and 
when everything opened up a 
lot more,” she said.

This spring, Gov. Brian Kemp 
issued emergency orders clos-
ing businesses and ordering 
people to stay home, but al-
lowed those orders to expire 
at the end of April. The num-
ber of people hospitalized for 
the virus reached a low point 
in early June but has since in-
creased fourfold.

Members of the public were 
able to submit questions when 
registering for the event. Some 
wanted to know at what level 
of community spread it would 
be considered safe to reopen 
schools in-person.

Memark said one criteria 
would be for cases to be trend-
ing down, rather than up. An-
other would show a low per-
centage of tests coming back 
positive. And, finally, it would 
depend on the schools — can 
they keep students at least 6 
feet apart? Can they get all of 
them to wear masks?

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Some parents wanted to know 

why they have heard of private 
schools reopening in-person 
while the 120,000 students 
in Cobb County School Dis-
trict and Marietta City Schools 
will have to begin the 2020-21 
school year remotely.

Although every school re-
ceives the same information, 
Memark said, the ability of 
some schools to meet Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention guidance regarding 
social distancing, masks and 
the like varies dramatically.

“It was fairly easy for some 
schools,” Memark said, adding 
that larger schools will have to 
be “much more creative” when 
creating a safe learning envi-
ronment during the pandemic.

Howard said the pandemic 
has put a spotlight on the dis-
trict’s flaws.

“We could be social distanc-
ing right now” but for state-
imposed budget cuts and cer-
tain county tax exemptions, 
Howard said.

“That’s real money over 
time.” he continued. “Those 
are real school buildings that 
didn’t get built. Those are real 
classrooms that aren’t there. 
Those are real teachers that 
aren’t employed. That’s why 
we can’t just lower class sizes. 

… It breaks my heart that we 
have to do virtual, but it really 
feels like we have to.”

CHILDREN AND 
CORONAVIRUS

Some studies have suggested 
children are less likely to fall 
seriously ill or catch and pass 
the virus than adults. Some par-
ents who submitted questions 
for Thursday’s event wanted 
to know more about the sci-
ence regarding children and 
the coronavirus.

In a recent interview with 
the Marietta Daily Journal, 
Wellstar infectious disease 
specialist Danny Branstetter 
said data regarding the degree 
to which children spread the 
virus was inconclusive.

“That data also says that it 
is possible — not conclusive — 

possible that they don’t shed it 
as much,” he said. But again, 
this is stuff that we’re still learn-
ing and trying to figure out. 
So this may be a subject we 
talk about in a week, or even 
a month from now and the 
data is completely telling us 
a different story.”

Thursday night, Memark 
acknowledged children rarely 
fall seriously ill from the virus.

“But they are able spread it, 
and we do see studies that that 
is true,” she said. “We have a lot 
of cases in day cares. I mean, 
lots and lots of day care cases. 
And we have seen deaths of 
caregivers that have worked 
in day cares.

“The children have parents 
and teachers and grandpar-
ents, and I cannot tell you how 
many times that I have seen 

a grandparent that has been 
sheltering and has seen their 
children or grandchildren and 
they have perished because of 
it,” she continued.

At another point in the dis-
cussion, Memark said clos-
ing the schools ahead of their 
spring breaks “was probably 
one of the most effective things 
that was done that helped to 
bring down the transmission 
of the virus at that time.

“Thank God that we did that,” 
she continued, “because we re-
ally saw just an incredible up-
tick of cases that were school-
involved after that. And thank 
God nobody was in the school.”

POLITICS AND 
INFORMATION

Howard said it can be hard 
to know which sources of 

information to trust, and 
asked Memark how people 
should navigate the deluge 
of information regarding 
the virus.

“That’s probably the 
toughest question of the 
evening, I think,” Memark 
said.

Although she didn’t point 
to specific sources of in-
formation to which peo-
ple should turn, Memark 
stressed finding multiple 
sources of information and 
being wary of their biases 
while doing it.

“There’s a lot of politi-
cizing right now,” she said, 
“and it’s so unfortunate that 
that’s happening right now 
because this is something 
that we all need to stick to-
gether to get through this.”

TECHNOLOGY
Toward the end of the 

discussion, board mem-
bers detailed efforts to 
make sure students have 
access to the district’s 
online learning platform.

Charisse Davis said the 
district will be repurpos-
ing its laptops for home 
use and using buses as 
mobile internet provid-
ers for families that lack 
internet access.

The district’s sharp piv-
ot to online learning in 
March was bumpy, How-
ard acknowledged.

“It was kind of surviv-
al in the spring,” How-
ard said. “You’re going 
to have a much better 
experience coming up in 
the fall.”

                        NOTICE

                                                  CURRENT 2020 TAX DIGEST AND FIVE YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Real & Personal 1,091,832,080 1,186,442,490 1,299,736,486 1,438,655,388 1,518,982,186 1,626,627,090

Motor Vehicle 43,848,760 32,193,160 21,816,990 15,913,870 12,503,840 10,584,720

Mobile Homes 1,649,463 1,632,942 1,594,614 1,569,458 1,640,186 1,667,223

Timber - 100% 0 0 0 0 0 0

Heavy Duty Equipment 25,309 9,894 0 2,614 8,526 30,741

Gross Tax Digest 1,137,355,612 1,220,278,486 1,323,148,090 1,456,141,330 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774

Less M&O Exemptions 163,009,693 175,434,964 180,364,288 276,955,288 305,346,338 334,808,625

Net M&O Digest 974,345,919 1,044,843,522 1,142,783,802 1,179,186,042 1,227,788,400 1,304,101,149

Gross M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00

Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Net M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00

Net M&O Taxes Levied 7,794,767 8,358,748 9,142,270 9,433,488 9,822,307 10,432,809

Gross Tax Digest 1,137,355,612 1,220,278,486 1,323,148,090 1,456,141,330 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774

Less Bond Exemptions 140,664,637 152,753,301 148,911,795 200,002,666 215,923,976 229,834,718

Net Bond Digest 996,690,975 1,067,525,185 1,174,236,295 1,256,138,664 1,317,210,762 1,409,075,056

Gross Bond Millage Rate 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5

Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Net Bond Millage Rate 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5

Net Bond Taxes Levied 1,495,036 1,601,288 1,761,354 1,884,208 1,975,816 2,113,613

Net M&O Taxes $ Increase 234,454 563,981 783,522 291,218 388,819 610,502

Net M&O Taxes % Increase 3.1% 7.2% 9.4% 3.2% 4.1% 6.2%

Net Bond Taxes $ Increase 54,593 106,252 160,066 122,854 91,608 137,796

Net Bond Taxes % Increase 3.8% 7.1% 10.0% 7.0% 4.9% 7.0%

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Kennesaw does hereby announce that the tax millage rate for Fiscal Year 2021 will be set at a 
meeting of the Mayor and Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA on      
August 17, 2020 at 6:30 pm. Pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32, the City of Kennesaw does hereby publish the 
following presentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.

All concerned citizens are invited to public hearings held at the Kennesaw City Hall Chambers located                                              
   at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw GA on the dates and times below:                                                                                   
                                       Monday, August 10th 6:00 PM (Special Called Meeting)                                                                                        

                                Monday, August 17th 10:30 am (Special Called Meeting) and 6:30 PM (Final Adoption)

 NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The City of Kennesaw has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will require an 
increase in property taxes by 6.91 percent for M&O and 6.38 percent for Bond.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to be held 
at Kennesaw City Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, 
Kennesaw, Georgia on Monday, August 10th at 6:00 PM.

Times and places of additional public hearings on this increase are at Kennesaw City 
Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, Georgia 
on Monday, August 17th at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM.

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 8.00 mills for M&O and 1.50 
mills for Bond, an increase of .517 mills for M&O and .09 mills for Bond. Without this 
tentative tax increase, the millage rate will be no more than 7.483 mills for M&O and 
1.41 mills for Bond. The proposed tax increase for a home with a fair market value 
of $225,000 is approximately $47 increase for M&O and $8 increase for Bond and 
the proposed tax increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of 
$425,000 is approximately $88 increase for M&O and $15 increase for Bond.

PATIENTS
From A1

Look around and you’ll see 
busy restaurants. Walmart 
and Home Depot stores look 
much as they did pre-pan-
demic. The beaches over this 
summer have been, by many 
accounts, packed. Some par-
ents have inquired whether 
their children will be able 
to play high school football, 
but shudder at the thought 
of sending them to school. 
Why do these less meaning-

ful segments of our lives ap-
pear normal while the criti-
cal work of educating our 
youth is considered too risky 
a proposition?

When the coronavirus closed 
schools in March, our school 
systems were valiant in ef-
forts to transition to remote 
learning, but the amount of 
knowledge lost in the unstruc-
tured home environment was 
significant. If it continues, it 
could turn catastrophic with 
the impact on this generation 
of students, hindering their 
remaining years of education.

Let’s face it, some students 

coast through the virtual en-
vironment, be it through inac-
cessibility or outright neglect. 
This widens the education gap 
in the United States dispro-
portionately, harming low-
income and minority children.

If there is anything positive 
to say of the coronavirus, it’s 
that it has not been as harmful 
to children. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control, 
the coronavirus has killed a 
total of 64 children under age 
18. Compare that number to 
the nearly 200 who die of the 
flu in a typical year. Children 
do spread the coronavirus and 

can transmit to friends and 
family who may prove more 
vulnerable, but according to 
the CDC, “there have been few 
reports of children being the 
primary source of COVID-19 
transmission among family 
members.” Even if genera-
tional transmission is a risk 
it is one that can be miti-
gated by an individual case 
response.

Keeping teachers safe should 
also factor into the reopen-
ing of schools. Surely we can 
make reasonable accommo-
dations for teachers and fac-
ulty at greater risk. No one 

is arguing for school to look 
like they did pre-pandemic. 
The CDC has and will con-
tinue to release guidelines 
so that students can be wel-
comed back to the classroom 
in a safe manner. Increasing 
space between seats, modi-
fying class periods to reduce 
class size, the wearing of face 
masks when possible and in-
creasing time outdoors are 
all measures that can shield 
children and teachers from 
the virus while keeping them 
in an in-person environment. 
The choice of at-home, virtual 
or in-school learning seems a 

sound response, giving those 
with elevated risk or those 
who feel more comfortable at 
home that option. But those 
anxious for in-school edu-
cation and all the benefits it 
offers saw their preference 
taken away.

We call on our school ad-
ministrators and elected of-
ficials at the local, state and 
federal levels to fulfill their 
duty to allow children to re-
turn to a healthy classroom 
environment. Allow those who 
are ready to go back to school 
to do so and do it quickly. We 
are obliged to make it happen.

STUDENTS
From A1

Cobb small business 
owners get first round 

of assistance

Staff reports

A ceremonial check pre-

sentation ceremony was held 
on Friday morning to pres-
ent the first round of checks 
from the Small Business Re-
lief Grant.

A total of 2,078 completed 
applications were received 
from small businesses. More 

than 400 small businesses 
qualified for grants which 
totaled $7.5 million. The 
application period has been 
reopened and the extended 
deadline is Aug. 21 at 5 p.m.

For more information, 
visit selectcobb.com/grants.

For a list of round one grant 
recipients, visit https://cobb-
coga.civicclerk.com/Web/
GenFile.aspx?ad=3913.

The Small Business Relief 
Grant was established to as-
sist businesses of up to 100 
employees with various op-

erational and overhead ex-
penses. The program will be 
funded by way of a portion 
of the county’s disbursement 
of funding via the Corona-
virus Aid, Relief and Eco-
nomic Security (CARES) Act. 
These funds are intended 

to be used by communities 
to deal with the impacts of 
COVID-19. The Cobb County 
Board of Commissioners has 
allocated $50 million to be 
disbursed by SelectCobb to 
small businesses impacted 
by the pandemic.
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to ensure that you and your 
fellow students are safe 
by familiarizing yourself 
with those changes and 
by committing to follow 
them at all times while on 
campus.”

KSU students in Ken-
nesaw and Marietta will 
be able to get tested for 
COVID-19 at student health 
services clinics. According 
to the university website, 
students should get tested 
“if they are experiencing 
symptoms or believe they 
have been in close contact 
with someone who has a 
confirmed case.” Testing is 
by appointment only. Fac-
ulty and staff will be able to 
get tested for COVID-19 on 
campus beginning Aug. 10.

“Wellstar will work with 
our University and local 
health officials as we moni-
tor and immediately respond 
to any positive tests that 
arise on campus,” Arne-
son said in the email to 
students. “Specific pro-
cedures will be followed 
to isolate positive cases 
so that the spread of the 
virus can be mitigated.”

Timothy Hedeen, a pro-
fessor of conflict manage-
ment at KSU, said COVID-19 
testing may not be effec-

tive if people do not com-
ply with contact tracing.

“I have concerns that test-
ing isn’t timely enough,” 
Hedeen said. “Even if you 
find out instantly that some-
one tests positive, then 
where they’ve been for the 
last two days or five days is 
critically important. And, 
thus far, citizens in the 
United States don’t share 
that information … so test-
ing, for me, is no solution 
to anything.”

Hedeen, who will teach 
all of his classes virtually 
this fall, noted that some 
of the long-term health ef-
fects of the virus are still 
unknown. He said he can 
only speak for himself and 
not other faculty members 
or the university.

“The density of class-
room spaces, and even the 
spaces between classrooms, 
make it such that it’s just 
unwise,” Hedeen said of 
in-person classes. “It’s too 

dangerous.”
Hedeen said he wants to 

get back to the classroom 
for in-person instruction 
with students, and he will 
do so when it is safe for 
everyone involved.

While some classes will 
meet face-to-face, others 
will be conducted online 
and some will feature a 
hybrid of remote and in-
person learning.

“(Students) should con-
tinue to monitor your reg-
istration status so you can 
remain up to date on the 
modalities that will be used 
for your courses in the fall 
and contact your academic 
advisor with any questions,” 
Arneson said in his email.

When face-to-face instruc-
tion is possible, classrooms 
will have cleaning supplies 
available so students can 
wipe down desks or other 
shared equipment.

In his email to students, 
Arneson said the univer-

sity has developed several 
resources to address how 
the Kennesaw and Mari-
etta campuses will reopen 
during the pandemic. He 
provided students with the 
university’s new COVID-19 
website, coronavirus.ken-
nesaw.edu, a source for 
news and resources per-
taining to the pandemic.

Arneson also noted that 
both the Kennesaw and 
Marietta campuses will fea-
ture event tents for shade 
and more outdoor seating 
areas. KSU will contin-
ue to operate the Big Owl 
Bus shuttle services, and 
bus drivers will disinfect 
buses regularly through-
out the day.

“We are eager to welcome 
you to a new academic year 

at KSU and are preparing for 
your safe return to classes 
and to campus,” Arneson 
said to students. “Please 

know we are committed 
to your success, and your 
health and well-being re-
main our top priorities.”

Couture 4 U Women’s
Boutique

800 Whitlock Ave. NW, Suite 102
Marietta, GA 30064

couture4uboutique@gmail.com

IG...cout.ure4@boutique

couture4uwomensboutique.com
770-575-0648

Mention 
this ad 

for15% off

KEITH 
BALDWIN, CAI

AL 1416, 
ALRE 64960

GAL AUNR2860
GARE 247207

866.789.5169 H american-auctioneers.com

2 Absolute Auctions
Saturday, August 15

10 AM EDT ESTATE AUCTION
of Bill & Fay Thomas

2,100+/- Sq. Ft. Home on 10+/- Acres
Barn, 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath Mobile Home

121 Grant Road, Armuchee, GA
Selling in Conjunction with Ben Powell & Hardy Realty

Mobile (706) 252-0588 | Office (706) 291-4321

2 PM CDT ABSOLUTE AUCTION
OWNER FINANCING

55+/- Acres
To be Offered In Tracts, Combinations Of Tracts & As A Whole

Cherokee County Roads 69 & 76
Pine Grove Community, Centre, AL

Call our office or visit our website for additional information!

Carbon Monoxide
 When a natural gas appliance is propertly operating, 
complete combusion safely burns the gas. Complete 
combustion produces carbon dioxide and water vapor, non-
hazardous by-products. However, incomplete combustion 
occurs where there is insufficient air available for complete 
burning of the fuel. The most dangerous by-product of 
incomplete combustion is carbon monoxide (CO). Carbon 
monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, tasteless, poisonous 
gas that is produced by the incomplete burning of various 
fuels such as coal, wood, oil, kerosene, charcoal, propane, 
and natural gas. Because CO is undetectable to the human 
senses, a person may not know that they are being exposed 
to CO poisoning. The initial symptoms of low to moderate 
CO poisoning are similar to the flu. 

They include:
• Headache • Fatigue • Dizziness •

• Nausea • Shortness of breath •

Highter levels of CO poisoning include:
• Vomiting • Mental confusion •

• Loss of muscular coordination •
• Loss of consciousness •

• Too much inhaled CO can be fatal •

How to prevent CO poisoning:
 • Appliances should be installed and operated according
  to the manufacturer’s instructions and local codes.
 • At the beginning of every heating season, have your
  heating system and other fuel burning appliances
  professionally inspected and service by a HVAC dealer
  or licensed plumber.
 • Install carbon monoxide alarms on every level of your
  home that will sound when potentially dangerous 
  levels of CO are detected. 
If any member of your household is experiencing 
symptoms of CO poisoning, immediately get them out of 
the house and seek medical attention. If you suspect carbon 
monoxide, play it safe and get fresh air immediately. Austell 
Gas Systems personnel are available at all times to perform 
an investigation. Please call 770-948-1841, Option “1”.

Atlanta’s Caring Lawyers
are available today in

Marietta to address your
Legal Needs.

Contact us at 404.285.2818
or visit us today at

www.cauthornnohr.com

IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
NOTICE TO KENNESAW TAXPAYERS
CITY NOT INCREASING TAX RATES

According to Georgia law, all taxing agencies must 
advertise a tax increase and hold three public 

hearings to claim taxes on reassessed properties 
even if the millage rate remains unchanged as is 
the case in Kennesaw. The City of Kennesaw has 

tentatively adopted a millage rate equal to last 
year’s millage of 9.50 mills.

KSU
From A1

By Alanna Durkin Richer
Associated Press

A federal appeals court Friday 
threw out Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s 
death sentence in the 2013 Bos-
ton Marathon bombing, saying 
the judge who oversaw the case 
did not adequately screen jurors 
for potential biases.

A three-judge panel of the 1st 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals or-
dered a new penalty-phase trial 
on whether the 27-year-old Tsar-
naev should be executed for the 
attack that killed three people and 
wounded more than 260 others.

“But make no mistake: Dzhokhar 
will spend his remaining days 
locked up in prison, with the only 
matter remaining being whether 
he will die by execution,” Judge 
O. Rogeriee Thompson wrote in 
the ruling, more than six months 
after arguments were heard in 
the case.

An email seeking comment was 
sent to an attorney for Tsarnaev. 
A spokesperson for the U.S. At-
torney’s office in Boston said 
they were reviewing the opinion 
and had no immediate comment.

Prosecutors could ask the full 
appeals court to hear the case or 
go straight to the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

The mother of Krystle Camp-

bell, the 29-year-old killed 
in the attack, expressed 
outrage at the court’s de-
cision.

“I just don’t understand 
it,” Patricia Campbell told 
The Boston Globe. “It’s 
just terrible that he’s al-
lowed to live his life. It’s 
unfair. He didn’t wake up 
one morning and decide 
to do what he did. He planned it 
out. He did a vicious, ugly thing.”

Former Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority offi-
cer Dic Donohue, who was se-
verely injured in a gunfight with 
the brothers, said the ruling was 
not surprising to him.

“And in any case, he won’t be 
getting out and hasn’t been able 
to harm anyone since he was 
captured,” he tweeted.

Tsarnaev’s lawyers acknowl-
edged at the beginning of his 
trial that he and his older broth-
er, Tamerlan Tsarnaev, set off 
the two bombs at the marathon 
finish line. But they argued that 
Dzhokar Tsarnaev is less culpa-
ble than his brother, who they 
said was the mastermind behind 
the attack.

Tamerlan Tsarnaev died in a 
gunbattle with police a few days 
after the April 15, 2013, bomb-
ing. Dzhokar Tsarnaev is now 

behind bars at a high-se-
curity supermax prison in 
Florence, Colorado.

Tsarnaev was convict-
ed on 30 charges, includ-
ing conspiracy and use 
of a weapon of mass de-
struction.

Prosecutors told jurors 
that the men carried out 
the attack to punish the 

United States for its wars in Mus-
lim countries. In the boat where 
Tsarnaev was found hiding, he 
had scrawled a confession that 
referred to the wars and wrote, 
among other things, “Stop kill-
ing our innocent people and we 
will stop.”

Tsarnaev’s attorneys identified 
a slew of issues with his trial, 
but said in a brief filed with the 
court that the “first fundamen-
tal error” was the judge’s refusal 
to move the case out of Boston. 
They also pointed to social me-
dia posts from two jurors sug-
gesting they harbored strong 
opinions even before the 2015 
trial started.

One juror had said in Twitter 
posts that that she was “locked 
down” with her family during the 
manhunt and retweeted another 
post calling Tsarnaev a “piece of 
garbage,” but later told the court 
she had not commented on the 

case or been asked to shelter in 
place, the defense said. On the 
day of Tsarnaev’s sentencing, 
the juror changed her Facebook 
profile picture to an image that 
said “BOSTON STRONG,” a ral-
lying cry used in the wake of the 
bombing, the attorneys said.

Tsarnaev’s lawyers pushed 
several times to move the trial 
out of the city where the bombs 
exploded, arguing the intense 
media scrutiny and number of 
people touched by the attack in 
Boston would taint the jury pool. 
But U.S. District Judge George 
O’Toole refused, saying he be-
lieved a fair and impartial jury 
could be found in the city.

The 1st Circuit said the “per-
vasive” media coverage featur-
ing “bone-chilling still shots and 
videos” of the bombing and day-
slong manhunt required the judge 
to run a jury selection process 
“sufficient to identify prejudice.” 
But O’Toole fell short, the judg-
es found.

The judges said O’Toole deemed 
jurors who had already formed 
the opinion that Tsarnaev was 
guilty qualified “because they 
answered ‘yes’ to the question 
whether they could decide this 
high-profile case based on the ev-
idence.” Yet he didn’t sufficient-
ly dig into what jurors had read 

or heard about the case, it said.
“By not having the jurors identify 

what it was they already thought 
they knew about the case, the 
judge made it too difficult for 
himself and the parties to de-
termine both the nature of any 
taint (e.g., whether the juror 
knew something prejudicial not 
to be conceded at trial) and the 
possible remedies for the taint,” 
Thompson wrote.

All three judges agreed that the 
death sentence should be tossed. 
In a concurring opinion, Judge 
Juan Torruella wrote that the 
case should never have been 
tried in Boston.

“If this case did not present a 
sufficient basis for a change of 
venue, there are no set of cir-
cumstances that will meet this 
standard, at least not in the First 
Circuit,” he wrote.

President Donald Trump 
weighed in on the ruling dur-
ing an address to supporters 
on the tarmac of Tampa Inter-
national Airport.

“I see in Boston, where you 
have the animal that killed so 
many people during the Boston 
Marathon,” Trump said. “They 
just sent this conviction for the 
death penalty back to the lower 
courts so they’ll argue about that 
for a long time. It’s ridiculous.”

Court overturns Boston Marathon bomber’s death sentence 

Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev
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Recreation Center Development 1/7/2020 Backup Material

Urban Redevelopment Agency 1/7/2020 Backup Material
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COUNCIL LIAISON TO 
BOARDS 

ART & CULTURE COMMISSION 
James Eaton 

 

CITY SPORTS EXECUTIVE 
Chris Henderson 

Tracey Viars 

 

CEMETERY PRESERVATION 
David Blinkhorn 

Pat Ferris 

 

HPC 
Pat Ferris 

 

KDA 
David Blinkhorn 

 

KDDA 
Tracey Viars 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
Chris Henderson 

 

YOUTH COUNCIL 

Nimesh Patel 

Chris Henderson 

 

COUNCIL APPT OF MAYOR PRO TEM 
 

 
 
COURTS (term indefinite): 
H. LUKE MAYES, Chief Judge/Probably Cause Judge 
CHARLES CHESBRO, Associate Judge 
RICHARD BLEVINS, Associate Judge 
 
BENTLEY, BENTLEY & BENTLEY, Law Firm and Solicitor 
 
MAULDIN & JENKINS, LLC, Auditor 
 
CROY ENGINEERING, City Engineer 
 
JEFF DROBNEY, City Manager  
LEA ADDINGTON, City Clerk  
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2020 KENNESAW/ACWORTH 9-1-1 ADVISORY BOARD  

Members ratified by the City Council 
Meet as needed 

 
MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, EMAIL  

Jeff Drobney 
Kennesaw City Manager 

770-424-8274(w) 
jdrobney@kennesaw-ga.gov 
 

Brian Bulthuis 
Acworth City Manager 

770-974-3112 (w) 
bbulthuis@acworth.org   

Bill Westenberger 
Kennesaw Chief of Police  

770-422-2505 (w) 
678-414-9651 (c)  
wwestenberger@kennesaw-ga.gov  

Wayne Dennard  
Acworth Chief of Police  

770-974-1232 (w) 
770-652-9948 (c ) 
wdennard@acworth.org  

Pat Ferris, Primary 
Kennesaw Councilmember 
 
Chris Henderson, Alternate 
Kennesaw Councilmember 
 

404-599-5761 (c) 
pferris@kennesaw-ga.gov 
 
404-599-6189 (c) 
chenderson@kennesaw-ga.gov 
 

Tim Richardson 
Acworth Alderman 
 
Brent North 
Acworth Alderman 
 

770-974-3112 (City Hall) 
trichardson@acworth.org  
 
770-974-3112 (City Hall) 
bnorth@acworth.org  

Linda Davis 
Kennesaw 911 Director 

404-664-3665 (c)  
ldavis@kennesaw-ga.gov  

Randy Crider 
Cobb County Fire 

770-528-8000 (w)  
randal.crider@cobbcounty.org  

Destiny Davidson 
Cobb 911 

770-499-4105 
Destiny.davidson@cobbcounty.org  

 
Metro Ambulance 

Devan Seabaugh 
770-693-8402 (w) 
Devan.Seabaugh@MAAS911.com 
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2020 ART AND CULTURE COMMISSION 
Est. by Ordinance 2013-15; 7 members (1 architect, 1 art council or foundation 
member, 2 residents, 1 college/university professor or student, 1 City business 
owner, 1 KDA member); staggered 2-year and 3-year terms; Commission meets 3rd 
Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM in the Council/Court Chambers. 

 
MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, EMAIL TERM 

EXPIRES 

Karen Backus 2985 Downing Ln, NW 
Kennesaw  30144 
backuskaren@gmail.com 
404-229-7592 

2021 
[2 yr term] 

Clemens Bak 13 Boones Ridge Parkway 
Acworth  30102 
crbakdesign@yahoo.com 
770-676-4156 

2022 
[3 yr term] 

Daniel Barnard 
 

3365 Fawn Trail 
Marietta, GA 30066 
Danielbarnard68@att.net 
(c) 678-551-3823 

2022 
[3 yr term] 

Valerie Dibble 
 

3000 N. Main Street 
Kennesaw  30144 
vdibble@kennesaw.edu 
404-702 2960 (cell) 

2021 
[2 yr term] 

Madelyn Orochena 2981 N. Main Street 
Kennesaw  30144 
madelynorochena90@gmail.com 
770-851-7099 

2022 
[3 yr term] 

Carol Sills 1514 Barksdale Court NW 
Kennesaw  30152 
csills2859@att.net 
678-290-9199 

2022 
[3 yr term] 

Lance A. Lewin 1026 Peace Drive  
Kennesaw, 30152 
lance.visualizingart@gmail.com 
678-294-0502 

2021 
[2 yr term] 

Staff Liaison:  
Darryl Simmons 

(770) 424-8274 ext 3121 
dsimmons@kennesaw-ga.gov  

--- 

Council Liaison: 
James Eaton 

jeaton@kennesaw-ga.gov 
404-496-2565 

--- 

P&R Staff Liaison: 
Amanda Glass 

aglass@kennesaw-ga.gov 
770-424-8274 ext 3205 

 

Kennesaw Council Chambers 
2529 J. O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw 30144  



2020 CEMETERY PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

Cemetery Preservation Commission Members – 7 members - 4 year staggered terms.  Created by 
Ordinance No. 2001-03, updated by Ord. No. 2002-33, 2007-28 and 2014-06.  Meets every 2nd 
Thursday at 4:00 p.m. in City Hall Training Room. 

 

      MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, EMAIL      TERM 
EXPIRES 

Joe Bozeman, Jr. 
 

Jboz807349@aol.com 
1510 Wimbledon Dr., NW 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 
(c) 404-444-2018 
(h) 770-428-1607 

Dec. 2021 

Mickey Bozeman 3359 Kimberly Road 
Kennesaw  30144 
charlesbozeman@comcast.net 
(c) 770-315-7505 

Dec. 2020 

Andrew Bramlett Honorary Commission Member 
ajbramlett@outlook.com  
 

 

Lewis P. Bramlett 
 

2990 Summerfield Court 
Kennesaw  30152 
lpbramlett@hotmail.com  
(c) 770-235-5888 
(h) 770-794-1622 

Dec. 2020 

Linda Davis ldavis@kennesaw-ga.gov 
779-4248274 ext 3051 

Dec. 2020 

Mary Helyn Hagin 
 

mhhagin@gmail.com   
(h) 770-427-5563 
(c) 404-316-2154 
1459 Ridgeway Drive 
Acworth, GA 30102 

Dec. 2020 

Loriann White 5355 Orchard Place 
Douglasville, GA 30135-2525 
(404) 406-0617 
loriannwhite83@gmail.com  

Dec. 2021 

Vacant  Dec. 2017 

Vacant  Dec 2021 

Council Liaison: 
David Blinkhorn, 
Primary 
 

(c) 404 599-6185 
dblinkhorn@kennesaw-ga.gov 

--- 

Council Alternate: 
Pat Ferris 

(c) 404 599-5761 
pferris@kennesaw-ga.gov 
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Staff Liaison: 
Jeff Drobney 
City Manager 

jdrobney@kennesaw-ga.gov  --- 

Staff Liaison: 
Lea Addington,  
City Clerk 

laddington@kennesaw-ga.gov  --- 

Staff Liaison: 
Ricky Stewart 
Public Works Director 

rstewart@kennesaw-ga.gov  --- 

Staff Liaison: 
Rod Bowman, 
Public Works Sexton 

rbowman@kennesaw-ga.gov   
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2020 

CITY/SPORTS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
Committee meets the 3rd Tuesday of January, April, July and October @ 7:30 AM 

at the Ben Robertson Community Center, Administrative Conference Room.  
Ordinance No. 2007-07 Establishing. 

 
MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, EMAIL 

Jeff Drobney jdrobney@kennesaw-ga.gov 
 

Steve Roberts,  
Parks & Recreation 
Director 

sroberts@kennesaw-ga.gov  
770 422-9714  ext 3210 

Deann Aldridge 
(President, Kennesaw 
Futbol Club) 

Ahight15@gmail.com 
cell: 678 428-2636 

Brandi Miller (President, 
Kennesaw Girls Softball) 
 

bmiller.masondev@gmail.com 
cell: 770 329-8741 

Zack Typher (Kennesaw 
Baseball), Chair 

presidentofkba@gmail.com 
cell: 678 749-8018 
home:  

Kenny Phillips  
(President, Kennesaw 
Youth Football 
Association) 

phillipskenn@gmail.com  
Cell: 404 396-9181 

Bill McNair 
P&R Assistant Director 

bmcnair@kennesaw-ga.gov  
770 422-9714  ext 3013 

Chris Henderson, 
Council Liaison 

chenderson@kennesaw-ga.gov 
404 599-6189 

Tracey Viars, 
Alternate Council Liaison 

chenderson@kennesaw-ga.gov 
404-599-6189 

Trici Styles, 
P&R, Program 
Coordinator/Committee 
Secretary 

tstyles@kennesaw-ga.gov 
770 422-9714   ext 3211 

 



2020 CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT AND APPEALS 

 

Board formed by Ordinance No. 2006-06 and Resolution No. 2006-31, 2006.  7 
members, will include an architect/engineer, building contractor, electrical 
contractor, mechanical contractor, plumbing contractor, and two (2) at-large 
positions.  4-year terms.   Board meets on an as-needed basis.  Bylaws 
adopted by Resolution 2006-51. 

 
MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, EMAIL TERM 

EXPIRES 

Mike Graham Mike Graham Construction Inc. 
3481 Canton Road 
Marietta, GA  30066 
mgci89@yahoo.com  
Phone: 770-928-6036 

Dec. 2022 

Don Massaro Integrity Fire Extinguisher LLC 
1606 Donovans Ridge 
Kennesaw, GA 30152 
integrityextg@gmail.com  
Phone:  404-680-3328 

Dec. 2022 

Keith 
McCowen 

  

Dennis 
McKeon, Sr. 
Vice-Chairman 

D. McKeon Heating & Air Conditioning Inc. 
2260 Moon Station Court Bldg 300 
Kennesaw, GA  30144 
dennis@dmckeon.com  
Phone:  770-425-8779 

Dec. 2022 

Jim Quigley 
Chairman 

North Cobb Electrical Services, Inc. 
P.O. Box 613 
Kennesaw, GA  30156 
jquigley@ncobbelectrical.com  
Phone:  678-449-6028 

Dec. 2022 

Greg Teague Croy Engineering 
200 Cobb Parkway North #413 
Marietta, GA 30062 
gteague@croyengineering.com  
Phone: 770-971-5407 

Dec. 2022 

Jason Willis  Dec. 2022 

Scott Banks, 
Building 
Official 

City of Kennesaw 
2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue 
Kennesaw  30144 
sbanks@kennesaw-ga.gov  
404-964-3298 
 

--- 
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2020 DEPOT PARK AMPHITHEATRE COMMITTEE 
 

Meets as needed.  Established April 15, 2019 

 

      MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, EMAIL      

Mike Everhart michael@greatgigdance.com 
678-793-8435 

Bob Fox rfox@kennesaw-ga.gov  
770-424-8274 ext.3101 

Gary Hasty, 
KDDA rep. 

ghasty@kennesaw-ga.gov 
(c) 404-219-1801 

Dale Hughes dale@jeremiah360.com 
678-575-4396 
 

Marty Hughes mhughes@kennesaw-ga.gov 
770-424-8274 ext. 3017 

Keith Perissi keithperissi@mindspring.com 
678-575-4396 

Steve Roberts sroberts@kennesaw-ga.gov 
770-424-8274  ext 3210 

Tracey Viars tviars@kennesaw-ga.gov 
404-822-8589 

Candice Wharton candicewharton@gmail.com 
770-596-2594 

Joyce Yung joycekyung@bellsouth.com 
404-987-9181 
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2020 ETHICS BOARD MEMBERS 
 
 
5 members, 2-year terms - Board meets 3rd Tuesday of April & October, 6:30 
p.m. in the Ben Robertson Community Center. Qualifications: City resident 

with residency of 12 months prior to serving as a member.   
Shall not be a member of any other board or commission.   

Established by Ordinance dated December 19, 1994. 
 

MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, E-MAIL TERM 
EXPIRES 

Brian Boughner 3150 Kirkwood Drive, 
Kennesaw 30144 
bkboughner@bellsouth.net  
678 595-5759 

Dec. 2021 

Ron Davis 2619 Winterthur Main NW 
Kennesaw,  GA 30144 
Rodavis57@gmail.com  
404 909-9157 

Dec. 2020 

Chelsey Kinsinger, 
Chair 

3153 Kirkwood Drive NW 
Kennesaw, GA 
chelsey.kinsinger@gmail.com 
404 543-4970 

Dec. 2021 

Shannon Ortiz 2803 Fullers Alley 
Kennesaw, GA  30144 
s.ortiz7078@gmail.com  
678 576-7898 

Dec. 2020 

Karen Whipple, 
Secretary 

3748 Park Trace, Kennesaw Ga 
30144 
kwhipple@bellsouth.net 
404 538-8085 

Dec. 2021 
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2020 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
7 members, 2-year terms - Board meets 3rd Tuesday @ 8:00 a.m. in Council 
Chambers.  Qualifications: City and County residents with a majority being City 
residents.  Members serve 2 year terms. 

 
MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, EMAIL TERM 

EXPIRES 

Mary Baldwin 
 

3846 Maybreeze Road 
Kennesaw  30144 
marykb@gmail.com  
(c) 770-401-2121 

Dec 2020 

Rachel Butler 
Secretary 

4192 Gramercy Main 
Kennesaw  30144 
rachelzmadrid@gmail.com  
770-842-9902 

Dec 2021 

Mike Ferguson 
Treasurer 

3939 Jim Owens Road 
Kennesaw  30152 
Mferguson3939@gmail.com  
(c) 770-235-2302 

Dec. 2020 

Patrick Gallagher 2575 Fairlawn Downs NW 
Kennesaw  30144 
pgallagher@partneresi.com 
patgallagher2019@gmail.com   
404-661-2420 

Dec. 2020 

Brandi May 
Chair 

4318 Brighton Way 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 
(c) 770-500-0598 
maybrandi@att.net 

Dec. 2021 
 

Robert Sterling 
 

3843 Nowlin Road 
Kennesaw  30144 
bsterling@dot.ga.gov 
(c) 770-885-5669 

Dec 2020 

Kevin Whipple 
Vice Chair  

1261 Wynford Colony NW 
Marietta  30064 
whipple.kevin@gmail.com   
(c) 404-309-4988 

Dec. 2021 

Council Liaison: 
Pat Ferris 

404-599-5761 
pferris@kennesaw-ga.gov  

--- 

Staff Liaison: 
Darryl Simmons 

(w) (770) 424-8274 
dsimmons@kennesaw-ga.gov  

 

Staff Liaison:  
Jeff Drobney 

(w) (770) 424-8274 
jdrobney@kennesaw-ga.gov  

--- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



2020 KENNESAW CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE & 

KEEP KENNESAW BEAUTIFUL SUBCOMMITTEE 
Meets the 4th Thursday of each month (except Nov. & Dec. then they meet on 3rd Thursday) at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers, established March 30, 2011. An advisory committee to the City Manager; 2-year terms.   
Merged with Keep Kennesaw Beautiful January 2020. 

 

MEMBERS PHONE, EMAIL, ADDRESS TERM EXPIRES 

Aaron Budsock 
(+ KKB) 

3214 Shirley Drive NW 
Kennesaw  30144 
aaron.m.budsock@gmail.com 
(c) 404-987-3783 

 
Dec. 31, 2020 

Annette Clark 
(+ KKB)  

2931 Stilesboro Ridge Court 
Kennesaw  30152 
annetteclark4116@att.net  
(c) 770-597-4116 

 
Dec. 31, 2020 

Jacque Cullins P. O. Box 475, 
Kennesaw  30156-0475 
770-422-7667 
Jc7667@aol.com 

 
Dec. 31, 2020 

Glenn Dawkins 
 

2641 Ives Way NW 
Kennesaw  30152 
dawkinsg@gmail.com 
(c) 954-247-8573 

 
Dec. 31, 2020 

Carlene Fregeolle 
 
 

2549 Park Drive NW 
Kennesaw  30144 
carlenefregeolle@yahoo.com  
678-464-4146 

 
Dec. 31, 2021 

Antonio Jones 
 

1870 Grant Court NW 
Kennesaw 30144 
Antoniojones89@gmail.com  
267-625-3379 (c) 

 
Dec. 31, 2021 

Bill Maxson 
 

2500 S. Main Street 
Kennesaw, GA  30144 
(c) 404-823-3177 
(w) 770-423-1969 
wamaxson@aol.com 

 
Dec. 31, 2021 

Doug McMichen 
(+ KKB) 

2652 Allyn Way NW 
Kennesaw  30152 
Springcleanpowerwashing@gmail.com 
706-587-3993 

 
Dec. 31, 2020 

Dave Peeples 
 

4010 Palisades Main 
Kennesaw 30144 
pdpeeples@gmail.com 
(c) 706 537 7005 

 
Dec. 31, 2021 

Kathy Rechsteiner 3291 McGarity Lane 
Kennesaw 
770-330-3297 (c) 
chlorinemom@yahoo.com  

 
Dec. 31, 2020 

David Shock 2010 Jebs Ct. NW 
Kennesaw  30144 
Davidshock30144@outlook.com   
770-425-0590 

 
Dec. 31, 2020 

Trent Trees 
(+ KKB) 
 

3423 Owens Pass 
Kennesaw, GA 30152 
(h & w) 770-917-8699 
trenttrees@aol.com  

 
Dec. 31, 2020 

 
 

 
 

 
 



KCAC/KKB Membership  

Candice Wharton 
 

1957 Barrett Knoll Circle 
Kennesaw  30152 
candicewharton@gmail.com 
(c) 770-596-2594 

 
Dec. 31, 2020 

Grey Won, 
Public Works 
Staff Liaison 

(c) 470-651-8610 
gwon@kennesaw-ga.gov  

 

Marty Hughes, 
Assistant City 
Manager 
Staff Liaison 
 

770-424-8274 ext. 3017 
mhughes@kennesaw-ga.gov  
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2020 KENNESAW DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 

7 members 4-year terms created by Resolution 1995-15 - Board meets the 3rd Wednesday 
of each month at 6:00 p.m. in Council Chambers.  Qualifications:  The directors shall be 
taxpayers residing in the county or municipal corporation for which the authority is 
created, and their successors shall be appointed as provided by the resolution provided 
for in Code Section 36-62-4. The governing authority of a county or municipality may 
appoint no more than one member of the governing authority as a director. 

MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, EMAIL TERM  
EXP. 

Richard Blevins, Jr. 
 

3895 Collier Trace 
Kennesaw  30144 
richardblevins@cobbcountylaw.com  
(w) 678-354-2290 
(c) 678-428-2264 

Dec. 2021 

Jay Brimberry 4225 Highcroft Main NW 
Kennesaw  30144 
jbrimberry@kennesaw-ga.gov  
(c) 678-794-5332 

Dec. 2023 

Vacancy  Dec. 2023 

Keith Palmer 2318 Holden Way 
Kennesaw  30144 
kpalmer@kennesaw-ga.gov  
404-983-4099 

Dec. 2021 

Nimesh Patel 4154 Havenwood Court 
Kennesaw, GA  30144 
npatel@kennesaw-ga.gov  
(H & cell) 404-597-1063 

Dec. 2021 

Matt Riedemann 
 

4111 Kentmere Main NW 
Kennesaw  30144 
mriedemann@kennesaw-ga.gov 
(c) 678-231-4579 

Dec. 2021 

Kevin Tidwell 2865 Shillings Chase Court 
Kennesaw, GA 30152 
(c) 404-273-4517 
ktidwell@kennesaw-ga.gov  

Dec. 2023 

Miranda Jones Taylor 
(Staff) 

(w) 770-424-8274 ext 3147 
mjones@kennesaw-ga.gov 

 

Council Liaison: 
David Blinkhorn 
 

(c) 404-599-6185 
dblinkhorn@kennesaw-ga.gov  

 

Staff Liaison: 
Bob Fox 
 

(w) 770-424-8274 
rfox@kennesaw-ga.gov  

--- 
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2020 KENNESAW DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
7 members, 4-year terms - Board meets 2nd Tuesday at 7:30 am in the Council/Court Chambers. 
Qualifications are:  (a) City resident, and/or (b) Owner/Operator of business in Downtown Development 
Area and resident of County, or (c) Owner/Operator of a business in the Downtown Development Area 
and a resident of the State of Georgia (1 member only); 8 hours of training in downtown development 
and redevelopment programs within 12 months.  Created by Resolution 1995-16, OCGA 36-42-7 
 

MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, EMAIL TERM 
EXPIRES 

Mark Allen 2950 Moon Station Road NW 
Kennesaw  30144 
mallen@kennesaw-ga.gov  
(w) 770-485-0081 
(c) 678-480-9740 

Dec. 2021 

Britt Doss 4416 Black Hills Drive NW 
Acworth  30101 
bdoss@kennesaw-ga.gov 
(w) 770-793-9286 
(c) 770-355-9441 

Dec. 2023 

Gary Hasty 
 

2887 Boone Dr., NW 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 
(w) 404 216-7299 
(c)  404-219-1801 
ghasty@kennesaw-ga.gov 

Dec. 2023 

Chad Howie 3008 Cherokee Street NW 
Kennesaw  30144 
chowie@kennesaw-ga.gov  
(w) 770-702-1223 
(c) 770-789-3350 

Dec. 2021 

Anne Langan 4243 Sheffield Court NW 
Kennesaw  30144 
alangan@kennesaw-ga.gov  
910-233-3586 

Dec 2021 

David Lyons 
 

3573 Bramwell Crossing 
Kennesaw, GA  30144  
(cell) 678-300-6302 
dlyons@kennesaw-ga.gov  

Dec. 2023 

Leslie Steinle 3895 Greensward View NW 
Kennesaw  30144 
lsteinle@kennesaw-ga.gov  
(w) 678-581-6567 
(c) 205-706-7999 

Dec 2021 

Council Liaison: 
Tracey Viars 
 

(c) 404-822-8589 
tviars@kennesaw-ga.gov  

 

Staff Liaison: 
Bob Fox 

(w) 770-424-8274 ext 3101 
rfox@kennesaw-ga.gov  

 

Staff: 
Miranda Jones-Taylor 
(recording secty) 

(w) 770-424-8274  
mjones@kennesaw-ga.gov  

 

 



  

S:/committees/2020/LicenseReviewBoard 

2020 LICENSE REVIEW BOARD 
 

Effective October 1, 2002.  3 members.  Board meets as necessary to consider 
Due Cause Hearings.  Qualifications:  Either a resident of the City or have an 
ownership interest as principal shareholder, general partner or sole proprietor in 
at least one business located in the City of Kennesaw.  A maximum of 1 alcoholic 
beverage license holder, if any, may serve on the Board.  Post 1 and 2 serve 2-
year terms, Post 3 serves 1 year terms.  No term limits. 

 
MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, E-MAIL TERM 

EXPIRES 

Post 1 
Nimesh Patel, 
Chair 
 

3951 Bellingrath Main NW 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 
nimeshrpatel@hotmail.com  
(404) 597-1063 
 

Dec. 2021 

Post 2 
Trey Sinclair 
 
 

1500 Lockhart Drive 
Kennesaw  30144 
trey@drycountybrewco.com  
(678) 910-0113 
 

Dec. 2021 

Post 3 
Jim Watts 
 
 

3984 Palisades Main 
Kennesaw  30144 
jim.watts@shawinc.com  
(770) 655-9794 
 

Dec. 2020 

 
 

For hearings, also contact: 

Attorney Jamie 
Wingler 

Bentley, Bentley & Bentley 
272 Washington Avenue  
Marietta, GA 30060 
jamie.wingler@bbandblaw.com  
 

770-422-2300 
770-424-5820 (fax) 

Attorney Sam 
Hensley 

Bentley, Bentley & Bentley 
241 Washington Avenue, NE  
Marietta, GA 30060 
sphensleyjr@hotmail.com   
 

770-422-2300 
770-424-5820 (fax) 
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2020 PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS 
 

7 members, 3-year terms - Board meets 1st Wednesday at 7:00pm in Council Chambers. 
Qualifications:  City resident, registered voter. 

 

MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, EMAIL TERMS 
EXPIRES 

Donald Bergwall 3140 Brookeview Lane NW 
Kennesaw  
dbergwall@kennesaw-ga.gov 
(c) 937-243-2673 

Dec. 2020 

SaVaughn Irons 2167 Del Lago Cir NW 
Kennesaw 30152 

sirons@kennesaw-ga.gov 
(c) 678-558-0089 

Dec. 2022 

Dan Harrison, III 1487 Shoup Court NW 
Kennesaw  30152 
 (h + cell) 954-560-6924 
dharrison@kennesaw-ga.gov  

Dec. 2022 

Phillip Jackson 4260 Revere Walk 
Kennesaw  
pjackson@kennesaw-ga.gov   
(c) 404-219-3578 

Dec. 2022 

Cindi Michael 
Vice Chair 

2998 North Main Street 
Kennesaw  30144 
(c) 770-422-0463 
cmichael@kennesaw-ga.gov  

Dec. 2020 

Lacey Ragus 2756 Fuller’s Alley 
Kenesaw, GA 30144 
babylacey78@yahoo.com 
(c) 404-314-4164 

Dec. 2022 

Doug Rhodes 
Chair 
 

5670 Deerfield Place 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 
(w) 770-684-0102 
(c) 770-362-5181 
drhodes@kennesaw-ga.gov  

Dec. 2020 

Council Liaison: 
Chris Henderson 
 

404-599-6189 
chenderson@kennesaw-ga.gov  

 

Staff Liaison: 
Darryl Simmons, 
Zoning Administrator 

(w) 770-590-8268 ext 3121 
(cell) 404-392-0870 
dsimmons@kennesaw-ga.gov 

 

Diane Wrobleski, 
Staff/Secretary 

(w) 770-590-8268 ext 3120 
dwrobleski@kennesaw-ga.gov 
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2020 PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 
Est. April 17, 2017; 5 members (1 KDDA, 2 Art & Culture Commissioners, Zoning 
Administrator, 1 Downtown Development Coordinator); 2-year terms; Commission 
meets as needed. 

 
MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, EMAIL TERM 

EXPIRES 

Art & Culture: 
Karen Backus 

2705 Windsor Ct NW 
Kennesaw  30144 
backuskaren@gmail.com 
404-229-7529 

Dec 2021 

Art & Culture: 
Madelyn Orochena 

2981 N. Main Street 
Kennesaw  30144 
madelynorochena90@gmail.com  
404-229-7529 

Dec 2021 

KDDA: 
Gary Hasty 
 

2887 Boone Dr., NW 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 
ghasty@kennesaw-ga.gov  
(w) 404 216-7299 
(c)  404-219-1801 

Dec 2021 

Zoning Administrator 
Darryl Simmons 

dsimmons@kennesaw-ga.gov 
770-424-8274 ext. 3121 

 

Downtown Development 
Coordinator  
Miranda Jones-Taylor 

mjones@kennesaw-ga.gov  
770-424-8274  

 

 
 
Kennesaw Council Chambers 
2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw 30144  



2020 RECREATION CENTER DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
 

Temporary Committee – Committee meets as-needed in the  
Ben Robertson Community Center, 2753 Watts Drive, Kennesaw 

Established April 16, 2018 
 

MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, E-MAIL 

Tom Bills Cobb County Parks & Recreation 
Tom.Bills@cobbcountry.org  

Mike Dixon Michaeldixon6560@gmail.com  

Jeff Drobney, 
Chair 

City Manager, City of Kennesaw 
jdrobney@kennesaw-ga.gov  

Jacee Garrett jaceegarrett@gmail.com  

Jimmy Gisi Parks & Recreation Director, 
Cobb County 
jgisi@cobbcounty.org  

Chris Henderson Councilmember, City of Kennesaw 
chenderson@kennesaw-ga.gov  

Brianca Louis  Student, Kennesaw Mountain High Sch. 
briancamlouis17@gmail.com  

Samuel McGlashan samuelmcglashan@gmail.com  

Catherine Mockalis catherinemockalis@gmail.com  

Cindi Michaels Vice Chair, Planning Commission 
cmichaels@kennesaw-ga.gov  

David Shock Secretary, Kennesaw Citizens Advisory 
Committee 
dshock@kennesaw.edu  



  

2020 RECREATION CENTER DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 

Steve Roberts Parks & Recreation Director, Kennesaw 
sroberts@kennesaw-ga.gov  

Robbie Ballinger Building Facilities Manager, Kennesaw 
rballinger@kennesaw-ga.gov  

Halli Watson  
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2020 URBAN REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

Appointed August 18, 2003.  Urban Redevelopment Agency shall consist of three 
members who shall serve terms of office of three years.   

Activated through Resolution #2003-13 (9/02/03) 
 

Board meets on an as-needed basis. 

 
MEMBERS PHONE, FAX, E-MAIL TERM ENDS 

Sharon Pell 2807 Amhurst Way 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 
PellSharon0@gmail.com 
 

09/03/22 

Arthur Hunt, Chair 770-423-0137 (w) 
770-423-0020 (h) 
6065 Woodland Court, 30152 
huntrube@bellsouth.net  
 

09/01/20 
 

Herb Richardson, 
Secretary 

2025 Dobbins Drive 
Kennesaw 30144 
68herb@gmail.com  
770-265-9734 (cell) 
 

09/01/21 

 

11/15/04:  Mayor Church appointed Arthur Hunt to complete the term of Charles Respert who moved out 
of the area. 
11/15/04   Mayor Church reappointed Steve Zimba for another 3 year term.  
01/18/05   M+C appointed Tom Headlee to replace Steve Shelton for term ending 9/01/06 
07/18/06:  Accepted letter of resignation from Steve Zimba 
10/02/06:  Appointed Mike Sesan and Theresa Ledford 
10/11/06:  Accepted resignation from Tom Headlee Jr. 
11/05/07:  Reappointed Mike Sesan to another 3 year term ending 9/1/10 
01/05/09:  Reappointed Arthur Hunt to another 3 year term ending 9/1/11 
01/20/09:  Accepted resignation from Theresa Ledford 
03/02/09:  Appointed Herb Richardson to fill term of Theresa Ledford ending 9/1/09 
09/08/09:  Reappointed Herb Richardson for another 3 year term ending 9/1/12 
09/30/10:  Mike Sesan did not want to be reelected to the URA committee 
09/07/10:  Tim Evans appointed by M&C to replace Mike Sesan for 3 year term ending 9/1/13 
11/07/11:  Arthur Hunt reappointed with term ending 2014 
02/20/12:  Tim Evans resigned and moved out of state 
08/20/12:  Herb Richardson reappointed with term ending 2015  
01/07/13: Cindy Giles appointed to complete the term of Tim Evans 
09/08/15:  Herb Richardson reappointed with term ending 2018 
09/06/16:  Cindy Giles reappointed with term ending 2019 
09/05/17:  Arthur Hunt reappointed with term ending 2020 
08/20/18  Herb Richardson reappointed with term ending 2021 
2019:     City Giles left URA 
09/16/19  Sharon Pell appointed to fulfill vacancy with term ending 2022 
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